
Bahraini families injured in Saudi accidents  
• According to the 
Ministry of Health, a 
team has been sent 
to Riyadh by the 
Emergency Committee 
on Accidents and 
Injuries Abroad.

TDT | Manama
Thamer Tayfoor

Two Bahraini families 
were injured in different 
accidents in Saudi Arabia 

two days ago.
The first accident occurred 

in Al Nayariya Governorate 
in the northeastern region of 
Saudi Arabia, which borders 
Kuwait.

The Bahraini family of four 
was rushed to the hospital after 

the accident. Sources said they 
all suffered serious injuries.

“The Bahraini man, his wife, 
son and daughter were serious-
ly injured in the accident. The 

man works as a teacher at the 
University of Applied Sciences.”  

Sources said the driver lost 
control of the car and it crashed 
on the main highway leading 

from Hafr Al Batin to Dammam.
“The family was rushed to Al 

Na’ariya General hospital and 
surgeries were performed on 
the daughter, who suffered bro-
ken ribs. The boy suffered skull 
injuries while both the man and 
his wife suffered different frac-
tures.”  

Meanwhile, family sources 
told Tribune that efforts are 
being done to transfer them to 

a Bahrain hospital. It is learnt 
that a medical team from the 
Kingdom has been sent to take 
care of the family.  

The second accident occurred 
in Riyadh and it involved a 
Bahraini family of 12 from Mu-
harraq. Two people died in the 
accident while 10 were seriously 
injured. 

Sources said the family was 
returning to the Kingdom after 
performing Umrah rituals. 

According to the Ministry of 
Health, a team has been sent 
to Riyadh by the Emergency 
Committee on Accidents and 
Injuries Abroad.

Saudi statistics show that 
nearly 11,000 people get killed 
in traffic accidents a year 
across the country. In 2017, 
10,961 people died in accidents 
and over 30,000 were seriously 
injured.
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First-known David 
Bowie recording  
sells at auction 
The first-known record-
ing by David Bowie, when 
he was the 16-year-old 
singer of a band called The 
Konrads, sold at auction 
in Britain on Tuesday for 
nearly £40,000 ($52,000, 
45,000 euros). P16
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In life’s last moments, open a window

 Halle Berry to make directorial debut with ‘Bruised’ 16 SHOW
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The crashed vehicle

11,000
people (approximately) 

get killed in road 
accidents in Saudi Arabia 

every year.

While receiving a delegation of former Nobel Peace Prize laureates yesterday, His Royal Highness Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa stressed 
that global changes are evolving more rapidly than ever. The Prime Minister expressed delight at the visit of the “delegation of peace” to the Kingdom, describing 
it as a high-level appreciation of the country’s efforts in supporting everything aimed at achieving good for the entire humanity and promoting stability and peace 
worldwide.

Premier receives ‘men of peace’

Tim Cook, CEO of Apple, speaks about the iPhone XS and XS Max at an Apple 
Inc product launch event in California. Apple Inc introduced its largest-ever 
iPhone and a watch that detects heart problems yesterday in an attempt to 
get customers to upgrade to more expensive devices in the face of stagnant 
global demand for smartphones.  See page 9

iSurpriseSeal of approval
US to work closely with coalition to ensure UN peace efforts

• The assessment 
is required by the 
US Congress for it to 
continue allowing US air 
tankers to refuel Saudi 
and UAE warplanes.

Washington

Two senior US officials 
gave Washington’s seal 
of approval yesterday to 

the Saudi-led Arab Coalition’s 
military campaign to restore 
the legitimate government in 
Yemen.

Secretary of State Mike Pom-
peo said he had certified that 
coalition partners Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE were acting to re-

duce risks to civilians in their 
military operations.

The assessment is required 
by the US Congress for it to con-
tinue allowing US air tankers 
to refuel Saudi and UAE war-
planes.

Pompeo said both countries 
were “undertaking demonstra-
ble actions to reduce the risk of 
harm to civilians and civilian 

infrastructure resulting from 
military operations of these 
governments.”

Pompeo said Washington 
would work closely with the 
coalition to ensure Saudi and 
UAE support for UN peace ef-
forts and to allow unimpeded 
access for commercial and hu-
manitarian relief supplies to 
reach Yemenis. “The Trump ad-
ministration has been clear that 
ending the conflict in Yemen 
is a national security priority,” 
he said.

US Defence Secretary Jim 
Mattis issued a separate state-
ment endorsing the certifica-
tion, and said the UAE and Saudi 
Arabia were making “every ef-
fort” to reduce the risk of ci-
vilian casualties and collateral 
damage.

Pompeo

TRA warns against 
scammers
Manama

The Telecommunications 
Regulatory Authori-

ty (TRA) said it was tipped 
that scammers may be ap-
proaching a number of sub-
scribers through WhatsApp 
and mobile calls claiming 
themselves as TRA staff who 
are purportedly handing out 
cash prizes. 

The TRA advised consum-
ers to refrain from engaging 
with these scammers and to 
report all suspicious commu-
nication immediately to the 
Ministry of Interior (MoI)’s 
General Directorate of An-
ti-Corruption (Economic and 
Electronic Security).  TRA also 
advised consumers to block 
such numbers on WhatsApp 
to limit unwanted calls. 

Houthis suffer 
heavy casualties 
Aden

Yemeni forces, backed 
by the Arab coalition, 

seized a key road used by 
the Houthi militia as a sup-
ply route into Hodeidah on 
Wednesday.

Abdulrahman Saleh Abou 
Zarah, head of the brigade 
fighting in the region, told 
AFP reporters that his forces 
had taken the main supply 
route, known as Kilo 16, 
which links the port city 
with Sanaa.

Saudi-backed forces also 
re-took another supply 
route known as Kilo 10.

The roads are vital for the 
transport of aid between the 
port in Hodeidah and the 
capital Sanaa. But the Arab 
coalition has accused the 
Houthi rebels of smuggling 
arms from Iran through the 
port and has imposed a par-
tial blockade on the port, 
which the Houthis seized 
in 2014.

Six killed in 
Baghdad blast
Baghdad  

Iraqi officials say a car 
bomb has exploded out-

side a restaurant north of 
Baghdad killing at least six 
people.

Iraq’s Joint Operations 
Command says the ex-
plosives-laden car ignited 
Wednesday outside a res-
taurant on a highway near 
Beiji city.

Health Ministry spokes-
man Saif Al-Badr said six 
people were killed and 42 
wounded.

It was not immediately 
clear what the target was 
and no group immediately 
claimed responsibility.
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Bahrain, the best model to 
emulate in gender equality

Historic achievements of Bahraini women in focus at a special session held at the Arab World Institute in Paris

The role of 
Kingdom’s 

Constitution was 
the focal point of 
the discussion as 
it granted equal 

opportunities for 
all irrespective of 
gender and other 

differences. 

‘Bahraini women in the 
era of King Hamad’ was 
published by the SCW in 
the year 2008. Originally 

written in Arabic, the book 
has been translated into 

English and French.   

KNOW

DIDThe achievements of 
Bahraini women were 
in spotlight as the book 

‘Bahraini women in the era of 
King Hamad’, which was pub-
lished by the Supreme Council 
for Women (SCW), was read at a 
special session held at the Arab 
World Institute in Paris.

Many dignitaries including 
Hala Al Ansari, the Secre-
tary-General of the Supreme 
Council for Women, Dr Bahia 
Al Jishi, Bahrain Ambassador 
to Belgium and Dr Moham-
med Waleed Al Masri, the legal 
adviser to SCW spoke on the 

occasion.    
A large audience as well as 

members of prominent me-
dia outlets was in attendance. 
The session was inaugurated 
by Dr Mohammed bin Abdul 
Ghaffar, Bahrain’s Ambassa-
dor to France, who delivered 

a speech highlighting the his-
toric achievements of Bahraini 
women. 

The session highlighted the 
various stages of transforma-
tion in the lives of Bahraini 
women during the reign of His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 

Al Khalifa.
It also discussed the histori-

cal, cultural and developmental 
aspects of this transformation. 

The role of Kingdom’s Con-
stitution was the focal point 
of the discussion as it granted 
equal opportunities for all ir-
respective of gender and other 
differences. 

The Constitution gave equal 
political rights to women, 
which was a landmark deci-
sion, the session observed. 

“Within the institutional 
framework, women started 
participating in political ac-

tivities that directly led 
to the empowerment of 
women, not only politi-
cally but also socially and 
economically.”   

The session also stressed 
the role of the SCW under 
the leadership of Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sabeeka 
bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa, 
the wife of His Majesty the 
King, in empowering the 
Kingdom’s women.   

Many social initiatives in 
the Kingdom that were led 
by women were also under 
spotlight at the event.    

 Dr Shaikha Rana bint Isa Al Khalifa highlights the achievements of Bahraini women. Dr Bahia Al Jishi speaks during the panel discussion.  

Hala Al Ansari addresses the audience. Dr Mohammed bin Abdul Ghaffar speaks at the session. Dr Mohammed Walid Al Masri speaks at the session.

SCW Secy General holds key meeting with French-Gulf Friendship Group President  

Hala Al Ansari, the Secretary-General of 
the Supreme Council for Women, held a 
business meeting with Jean-Marie Bou-

quel, Chairman of the French-Gulf Friendship 
Group, in his office in Paris, in the presence of Dr 
Mohammed Abdul Ghaffar, the Ambassador of 
the Kingdom to France, and the Director-Gener-
al of Policies and Development at the SCW Shai-
kha Dina bint Rashid Al Khalifa, and the Legal 
Adviser to SCW Dr Mohammed Waleed Al Masri.

Ms Al Ansari started the meeting by expressing 
her thanks to Mr Bouquel, and how much she 
valued the important role he plays in promoting 
relations between the French Republic and the 
Gulf States including Bahrain.  

Ms Al Ansari outlined the keenness of the 
French side to recognize Bahrain’s experience in 
the advancement of women and to benefit from 
joint experiences in various issues of supporting 
women.

The Secretary-General emphasised the keen-
ness of the Supreme Council for Women, to 

learn more closely about the rich experience of 
the French Parliament in supporting women, 

and eliminating any means of discrimination 
against them. 

Mr Bouquel praised the Kingdom’s expe-
rience in supporting women in the region, to 
a distinguished level; explaining that he was 
closely acquainted with the Supreme Council 
for Women, under the leadership of Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al 
Khalifa, Wife of His Majesty the King, during a 
visit to the Kingdom last November. 

He urged the Secretariat of the Council to visit 
Paris for further cooperation on common issues 
of concern.

Mr. Bouquel also mentioned the special sup-
port that Bahraini women enjoy, which led many 
achieve the position of top policy-makers. He wel-
comed the opening up of a permanent channel, 
in order to exchange experiences in the field of 
women’s legislation and activate cooperation with 
the Supreme Council for Women at all levels.

Ms Al Ansari in talks with Mr Bouquel.  
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‘Men of peace’ laud Kingdom’s 
cohesion, strides in human rights

 

• The ‘men of peace’ 
spoke about co-existence 
in Bahrain and cohesion 
characterising the 
Bahraini community, 
lauding the kingdom’s 
efforts to foster human 
rights and ensure 
optimum services 
and care for citizens 
and expatriates.

• Mr de Klerk 
spotlighted the history 
of the conflict in his 
country before achieving 
peace, pointing out 
current challenges 
facing South Africa. 
He underscored the 
need to promote peace 
worldwide and work 
out solutions to end 
ethnic, cultural and 
religious conflicts in 
some parts of the world.

Manama

A high profile delegation of  
Nobel Peace Prize win-
ners, who are currently 

on a visit to the Kingdom, yester-
day visited the Bahrain National 
Theatre.  

They were received by the 
President of Bahrain Authori-
ty for Culture and Antiquities 
(BACA) Shaikha Mai bint Mo-

hammed Al Khalifa. They were 
accompanied by Cabinet Affairs 
Minister Mohammed Al Muta-
wa and Shaikh Hussam bin Isa 
Al Khalifa.

A lecture was given by the 
former President of South Afri-

ca, Frederick William de Klerk, 
former President of Poland Lech 
Walesa and Nobel laureate Kai-
lash Satyarthi, the President of 
Kailash Satyarthi Children’s 
Foundation. It was attended by 
a number of ministers, senior 

officials, ambassadors, media 
persons, journalists and aca-
demics.

The President of the Global 
Security Institute, Jonathan 
Granoff  thanked  His Roy-
al Highness Prime Minister 
Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa for the gracious wel-
come and hospitality.

The ‘men of peace’ spoke 
about co-existence in Bahrain 
and cohesion characterising 
the Bahraini community, laud-
ing the kingdom’s efforts to 
foster human rights and ensure 
optimum services and care for 
citizens and expatriates.

 The former President of 
South Africa congratulat-
ed Bahrain on its success in 
achieving the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs) 2030 
which were approved by the 
United Nations and which 
earned respect of the interna-
tional community during Bah-
rain’s submission last July of 
its first Voluntary National Re-
view  at a High-level Political 

Forum of the UN Economic and 
Social Council.

Mr de Klerk spotlighted the 
history of the conflict in his 
country before achieving peace, 
pointing out current challeng-
es facing South Africa. He un-
derscored the need to promote 
peace worldwide and work out 
solutions to end ethnic, cultural 
and religious conflicts in some 
parts of the world.

The former President of Po-
land shed light on challenges to 
the global economic system and 
the steps to be taken to over-
come them. He also cast light 
on the history of the conflict in 
Europe and the current political 
and economic challenges facing 
the world.

Meanwhile, Mr Satyarthi 
spoke about children’s rights, 
lauding the respect and care giv-

en by Bahrain for human rights 
and dignity amid a global disre-
gard of children’s right to educa-
tion and entertainment.

He related real stories on the 
suffering and maltreatment of 
children in some parts of the 
world, describing killing chil-
dren’s dreams as the biggest hu-
man crime.

He stressed that the prob-
lem of educating children who 
are suffering in some parts of 
the world, for example, can be 
solved by providing only $ 22 
billion.

He underlined the need for 
cooperation to preserve the 
rights of the children to edu-
cation and entertainment and 
face globalisation values that 
focused on consumption needs 
and neglected human and chil-
dren’s rights.

He called for more openness 
to exchange ideas and experi-
ences for a better world based 
on mercy and religious values.

The audience expressed ap-
preciation of the rich experi-
ences shared by the lecturers, 
mainly concerning ending con-
flicts and achieving peace and 
co-existence. They described 
them as positive models that 
can benefit the world in backing 
global peace efforts.

Mr de Klerk spoke on the social issues that exist in South Africa.         Mr Walesa highlighted economic imbalances across the world.               Mr Satyarthi stressed the children’s right to education.

A segment of the audience.

22
billion American dollars 

(approximately) can 
ensure every child’s right 
to education across the 
world, according to Mr 

Satyarthi.
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Crown Prince holds majlis

His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander and First Deputy Prime Minister, yesterday held his weekly majlis at Riffa Palace. Members of the royal family, senior government officials, 
members of the Shura Council and Council of Representatives, members of municipal councils, religious and community leaders, journalists and diplomats attended the majlis. His Royal Highness welcomed the broad range of visitors at the weekly 
majlis, which demonstrates Bahrain’s commitment to rooted traditions and values that are underpinned by His Majesty’s aspirations to maintain a strong bond amongst Bahrain’s society.

Prosecution witnesses set to 
testify in gambling joint case  
Police officers raided the Muharraq house converted into a gambling joint, in May

• Investigations 
revealed that one of 
the five would visit 
the house every day to 
collect his share from 
the profits generated.

• Aged between 33 and 
54, the defendants are 
said to have managed 
the place illegally 
and were inviting 
guests to come and 
gamble their money. 

TDT | Manama 
Ali Tarif

The hearing of five Bangla-
deshi men who converted a 
Muharraq house into a gam-

bling joint has been adjourned until 
October 1, 2018, to hear prosecution 
witnesses.

Aged between 33 and 54, the de-
fendants are said to have managed 
the place illegally and were invit-
ing guests to come and gamble their 
money. 

Their activities were revealed af-
ter the police received a tip-off.  An 
undercover officer was put in charge 
of monitoring the house and it was 
found that many people were vis-
iting there at different times daily, 

starting from 10:00 pm until 3:00 
pm.

Investigations revealed that one of 
the five would visit the house every 

day to collect his share from the prof-
its generated.

Police officers raided the house 
last May and four men were arrested 
while they were playing cards and 
money was kept in front of each one 
of them.

They revealed the identity of fifth 
co-defendant, accusing him of run-
ning the place. 

They even helped police officers to 
arrest him as one of them called him, 
asking to come to his house.

He is said to have resisted arrest 
and attacked police officers.

The first defendant was also 
charged with assaulting cops. 

The defendants had earlier pleaded 
not guilty before the High Criminal 
Court. 

An undercover 
officer was put in 

charge of monitoring 
the house and it was 

found that many 
people were visiting 

there at different 
times daily.

COURT SOURCES

UN forum to discuss new data collection methods  

• The forum which 
is in its second edition 
will be held in from 
22 to 24 October 
2018 in Dubai.

• The UN World 
Data Forum will 
bring together major 
producers and users 
of data, to collaborate 
and launch innovative 
initiatives that will 
deliver better data 
on various topics. 

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Zafran

Key governmental and 
non-governmental organ-
isations from the King-

dom are expected to participate 
in a global forum hosted by the 
United Nations to discuss ways 
of advancement in the field of 
innovative data solutions.

Bahraini participation has 
been confirmed for UN World 
Data Forum 2018 that will probe 
innovative initiatives that will 
help deliver better data on 
health, migration, refugees, ed-
ucation, income, environment, 

human rights, and other aspects 
of sustainable development.

The UN World Data Forum will 
bring together major producers 
and users of data, to collaborate 
and launch innovative initiatives 
that will deliver better data on 
various topics. The forum which 
is in its second edition will be 
held in from 22 to 24 October 
2018 in Dubai.

The topics to be discussed dur-
ing the conference will include, 
‘strengthening statistical capac-
ity and financing better data for 
development’;  ‘spurring innova-
tion and synergies across the data 
field  among official statistical 
systems’, ‘geo-spatial informa-
tion and the scientific communi-

ty’, and ‘utilizing new data sourc-
es’ (e.g. big data);  ‘Data princi-
ples and governance’, ‘including 
openness and transparency vs. 
privacy and confidentiality’; and 
‘Implementing the Cape Town 
Global Action Plan for Data’

Responding to a query from 
Tribune, Stefan Schweinfest, 
Director of the United Nations 
Statistics Division said that said 
that event will help Bahraini offi-
cials upgrade the data collection 
aspects in the government.

“Government statisticians 
coming to the event will benefit 
from connecting to other govern-
ment statisticians from around 
the world and learning from over 
80 sessions where they will be 

exposed to new methodologies 
and how other countries are solv-
ing the problems.

“They may also be inspired by 
other government officials from 
the academia, civil society and 
the private sector and the data in-
itiatives that they have,” he said.

“The previous edition of the 
event which was held in Cape 
Town set the frame for the is-
sues that we should work on in 
the next couple of years and that 
resulted in the Cape Town global 
action plan. Now we can improve 
data flows and how we can im-
prove financing and funding of 
statistics of data.  This forum will 
be primarily about those issues, 
the technological improvements 
and issues of data privacy,” he 
added.

“Despite big strides in data col-
lection, huge data gaps remain: 
e.g. over 100 countries still lack 
comprehensive birth and death 
registration data.  At the same 
time, new digital data sources are 
growing rapidly.  

“By bringing together data 
leaders from the public and pri-
vate sectors and NGOs to collab-
orate, the Forum aims to spur 
solutions that harness the power 
of the data revolution to address 
the data needs of the 2030 Agen-
da and to achieve sustainable 
development,” organisers said 
in a statement.

Government 
statisticians coming to 
the event will benefit 
from connecting to 
their counterparts 
from around the world 
and learning from over 
80 sessions where they 
will be exposed to new 
methodologies in data 
collection.
MR SCHWEINFEST

Terror cell ‘aimed 
to kill officers’  
• According to court data, the main purpose of 
the cell was to supply terrorists with weapons 
and explosives as well as target police officers.

TDT | Manama

Twe n t y- o n e  p e o p l e 
formed a terror cell in 
an effort to murder po-

lice officers and attack vital 
places in Bahrain, it is learnt.

The cell was dismantled last 
April and 15 of its members 
were arrested while the rest 
are still at large.

The arrested suspects were 
in possession of weapons and 
explosives.

It’s said that the group was created by one of the fugitives 
who is living in Iran and he recruited one of the other suspects 
to operate it and invite others to join it.

According to court data, the main purpose of the cell was to 
supply terrorists with weapons and explosives as well as target 
police officers.

Prosecutors said that the organisation members received a big 
volume of weapons and explosives which they stored in their 
homes to hand them over to other terrorists.

The court files say several suspects involved in the cell were 
trained on how to use bombs and arms in Iran.

The High Criminal Court heard yesterday their case, and 
adjourned it until September 18, 2018, for the closing argu-
ments. 

Man pleads not  
guilty in kissing case   
TDT | Manama 
Ali Tarif

A Bahraini manager accused of attempt-
ing to kiss two female colleagues, 

pleaded not guilty yesterday before the 
High Criminal Court.

Two female colleagues have accused the 
man of attempting to kiss and molest them 
on different occasions.  

After hearing the pair’s statements, the 
High Criminal Court decided to adjourn 
the case until September 18,  2018, for the 
closing arguments. The manager, however, 
was ordered to remain in police custody, 
pending the outcome of his trial. 

The defendant’s criminal history showed 
that there were several similar cases lodged 
against him, including rape for which he 
was sentenced to one year behind bars.

He is also an accused in many fraud cases, 
it is learnt.  

Tribune reported yesterday that the 
defendant was put on trial after he was 
accused of harassing two women during 
their first 30 days of joining the company.

“He called me to his cabin to complete 
some tasks. He locked the door and began 
kissing and molesting me. Somehow, I 
managed to escape,” the first victim had 
told prosecutors.

21
members of the terror 
group are accused in 

the case.
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Bahrain to host Indoor  
Skydiving World Cup
Indoor skydiving athletes from across the world to represent their countries at the event

• The competitions 
will be held in several 
disciplines and the 
winners will receive cash 
prizes totaling $200,000.     

TDT | Manama
Harpreet Kaur

The Gravity Village will 
host the third FAI- The 
World Air Sports Feder-

ation World Cup of Indoor Sky-
diving 2018.

The global event, which will 
be held from October 25 to 28, is 
expected to showcase the talents 
of most advanced indoor sky-

diving athletes from around the 
world, each representing their 
countries.

The competitions will be held 
in several disciplines and the 
winners will receive cash prizes 
totaling $200,000.     

Speaking to Tribune, Mariam 
Fathi, Marketing Manager of 
Gravity Indoor Skydiving said, 
“The Kingdom has previously 
organised many Indoor Sky-
diving competitions.  But this 
is for the first time that we are 
planning to host FAI World Cup 
of Indoor Skydiving with par-
ticipants coming from all across 
the world.    

“The competition is divided 
up into the following disciplines 
of body flight 4Way Formation 

Skydiving, 4Way Vertical Forma-
tion Skydiving, Dynamic 2Way, 
Dynamic 4Way, Solo Freestyle. 

“There will be a total of over 
100 different teams from 25 
countries competing, which just 
shows the growth of this type of 
competitions globally.

“Amongst the competitors are 
Gravity’s sponsored 2-Way Dy-
namic team with athletes Ben 
Roane and Garth Lewis, and 
17-year-old Bahraini Fatima Al 
Khalifa competing in Solo Free-
style, and Bahrain’s 2 4Way FS 
teams.

“The 3rd FAI World Cup of 
Indoor Skydiving will take place 
over a period of four days and 
will witness attendance by over 
300 athletes and audience trav-
elling from far and wide from all 
corners of the globe.

“The competition will also be 
streamed live online. Addition-
ally, visitors can expect outdoor 
entertainment and activities to 
take place at Gravity Village,” Ms 
Fathi added.

Many global athletes will showcase their talents at the event.

The competition will 
also be streamed live 
online. Additionally, 
visitors can expect 

outdoor entertainment 
and activities to take 

place at Gravity Village.
MS FATHI

Health Ministry staff accused 
of embezzling BD111,000
TDT | Manama 
Ali Tarif

The High Criminal Court 
yesterday began hearing 
the case of a Ministry of 

Health coordinator accused of 
pocketing BD111,000 by ma-
nipulating a public hospital’s 
accounts.

The defendant was present 
at the court hearing yesterday, 
where she pleaded not guilty 
to embezzlement and forgery 
charges.

The defendant was report-
edly serving in the maternity 
ward in Jidhafs Hospital and 
she was coordinating the med-
ical appointments for pregnant 
women.

She was allegedly responsi-
ble for collecting the money 
the special ward was making 
from deliveries and admission 
in the years between the years 
2011-2014.

The hospital at that time 
didn’t have a computer sys-
tem to record the incomes, 
but an auditor of the ministry 

noticed a huge gap in the rev-
enues of the hospital, casting 
doubts on the money being 
embezzled or lost.

Therefore, a thorough au-
diting of the invoices written 
by hand was performed and it 
was discovered that there was 
more than BD100,000 differ-
ence between the real revenues 
and the money handed over to 
the ministry.

“We discovered that the de-
fendant was assigned to record 
the money received from the 
deliveries as well as the admis-
sions and staying in the hospi-
tal and to hand over them to the 

ministry’s representative. She 
didn’t record the big amounts 
collected from deliveries on 
many occasions, and she didn’t 
note down the invoice number 
series.

“One day she didn’t come 
to the hospital because she 
was sick, and when the min-
istry’s representative went to 
the hospital, the employee in 
charge of the ward discovered 
that BD900 had disappeared. 
When she was contacted she 
told her that she had taken the 
money with her at home and 
she would bring it back to the 
hospital the next day,” the au-
ditor of the hospital told pros-
ecutors.  

The official revealed that the 
total money embezzled by the 
defendant in three years was 
BD111,708. The coordinator, 
however, denied pocketing any 
money, stating that she was do-
ing the job of employees work-
ing with her because they were 
busy doing stats. However, she 
admitted to taking BD900 from 
the amount.   

She didn’t record the 
big amounts collected 

from deliveries on 
many occasions, and 
she didn’t note down 
the invoice number 

series.
AUDITOR

Male molestation 
victim, detective to 
testify in court   
TDT | Manama 
Ali Tarif

The lawyer of an Arab 
woman defendant ac-
cused of molesting 

and robbing an Asian worker 
requested the High Criminal 
Court to summon him, his col-
league at work and the detective 
who investigated the case to give 
evidence on October 7, 2018, and 
judges accepted the request.    

The Arab woman, aged 32, is 
said to have offered sex to the 
Asian man in a bid to rob him.

The woman, a mother of sev-
en children, had reportedly 
harassed her victim in a laun-
dry shop, where the Asian man 
is serving before she robbed 
him and ran away.   

Revealing the events of the 
incident, the victim had told 
prosecutors: “The woman was 
wearing a niqab (veil) when 
she entered the shop. She 
asked me for water and then 
asked the way to toilet. I told 
her the shop doesn’t have a 
toilet facility. Suddenly, she 
entered my area and pressed 
her body against mine before 
she hugged me and touched 
my private parts.”

While molesting, the Arab 
woman allegedly reached her 

hand into his trousers’ pockets 
in a bid to snitch his wallet.

“I directly grabbed her hand 
to deny her from doing this. 
She stretched her other hand 
into another pocket and she 
stole BD8,” he added.

The victim described the 
events saying it was like a 
nightmare. “I informed my 
sponsor immediately about 
the robbery and he reported it 
to police,” he said.

The woman was arrested 
in another robbery case, and 
she denied her links to this 
incident. However, her in-
volvement was confirmed after 
reviewing the CCTV cameras 
installed in the shop.

“I came to Bahrain with my 
husband seven months ago and 
I have seven children. I usually 
go on begging to raise money 
for the family, but I was arrest-
ed in connection with a rob-
bery incident,” the 32-year-old 
woman said. The defendant’s 
youngest child is a newborn, 
who is with her at the deten-
tion centre.

The Arab woman’s lawyer 
had earlier urged the court to 
extend mercy to her client as 
she needs to take care of her 
children.

Ensure your child’s health 
before the new school year
Many children are susceptible to getting 

illnesses and infections during the 
start of the school, following their 

holidays. They become exposed to other chil-
dren with different bacteria and viruses that 
they bring with them to school, so they easily 
get infected from one another.

Parents must be alert for the following symp-
toms – diarrhea, vomiting and abnormal abdom-
inal pain especially after having traveled out of 
Bahrain during the summer where they may ex-
perience change in weather, in which they must 
seek treatment for. They must also look out for 
all types of cough especially bronchial asthma, 
as they become predominantly prevalent among 
babies, infants and children during the summer 
until the month of November.

Dr Shereen Albuhairy is a Pediatrics Special-
ist at RBH Medical Centre (RBHMC), Riffa. Her 
expertise includes the diagnosis, treatment and 
management of respiratory, gastrointestinal and 
urinary tract infections, acute and chronic dis-
eases, neonatal, infant and children growth and 
development, nutritional assessment of infants 
and children, vitamin D deficiency, different 
types of anemia and immunization services.

Dr Shereen has over 10 years of experience in 
pediatrics. She obtained her MBBS and her MD 
in Pediatrics and Neonatology from Cairo Uni-
versity. Pediatric care is now available at RBHMC 
6 days a week. Clinic timings on Saturdays are 

from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm and on Tuesdays from 
12:00 pm to 6:00 pm with other days from 2:00 
pm to 8:00 pm.

Dr Shereen

Election slogan launched
Manama

The parliamentary election media campaign 2018 will be 
conducted under the theme “Call of Duty”.

The Legislation and Legal Opinion Commission 
(LLOC) launched the slogan on the official accounts of the 
elections on Twitter @votebh and Instagram vote.bh.

 The commission stressed the significance of the 2018 slogan 
which depicts elections as a constitutional right as well as a 
patriotic duty for citizens to elect their representatives who 
will best express their aspirations.

“The slogan reflects Bahrainis’ firm determination to pur-
sue national work and further bolster participation which 
prospered in the era of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa,” it said.



Oil near $80 on supply woes
Reuters| London

The oil price rallied to-
wards its highest level 
this year yesterday, after 

a drop in US crude inventories 
and as the prospect of the loss 
of Iranian supply added to con-
cerns over the delicate balance 
between consumption and pro-
duction. Brent crude futures 
were last up 41 cents on the day 
at $79.47 a barrel by 1323 GMT, 
having touched a session peak 
of $79.66, the highest since late 
May, when the price pushed 
above $80. US crude futures rose 
91 cents to $70.16 a barrel.

“We think oil market funda-
mentals are increasingly sup-
portive of crude prices, at least 
at current levels,” said Gordon 
Gray, HSBC’s global head of oil 
and gas equity research.

“While we aren’t explicitly 
forecasting Brent to rise to $100 
a barrel, we see real risks of this 
happening. The fact that much 
higher supply is already need-
ed from the likes of Saudi Ara-

bia - and the low levels of spare 
capacity remaining - leave the 
global system highly vulnera-
ble to any further significant 
outage.”

US crude inventories are ex-
pected to have fallen by 800,000 
barrels in the latest week, ac-
cording to a Reuters survey. Data 
published by the American Pe-
troleum Institute (API) on Tues-
day showed a fall of 8.6 million 

barrels. 
Outside the US, traders have 

been focusing on the impact of 
U.S. sanctions against Iran that 
will target oil exports from No-
vember.

“Iran is increasingly becoming 

the preoccupation of the crude 
market. The last couple of weeks 
have seen the expected squeeze 
on Iranian crude flows taking 
shape, with overall outflows 
down markedly,” consultant JBC 
Energy said.

Fragile market
Russian energy minister Alex-
ander Novak on Wednesday 
warned of the impact of U.S. 
sanctions against Iran.“This is 
a huge uncertainty on the mar-
ket – how countries, which buy 
almost 2 million barrels per day 
(bpd) of Iranian oil, will act. 
The situation should be close-
ly watched, the right decisions 
should be taken,” he said.

Organization of the Petrole-
um Exporting Countries cut its 
demand forecast in 2019 in its 
report and said rising challenges 
in some emerging and develop-
ing countries could negatively 
impact global economic growth.

We think oil market 
fundamentals are 

increasingly supportive 
of crude prices, at least 
at current levels. While 

we aren’t explicitly 
forecasting Brent to 
rise to $100 a barrel, 

we see real risks of this 
happening

GORDON GRAY, 

HSBC GLOBAL HEAD, RESEARCH
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Ryanair will not 
‘roll over’ on 
strikes: O’Leary
AFP| London

Ryanair will not “roll 
over” in the face of 

strikes by pilots and cabin 
crew, the Irish airline’s boss 
Michael O’Leary said yes-
terday amid a German walk-
out he called  “unsuccess-
ful”. “We are not easyJet, we 
will not roll over every time 
we are threatened with a 
strike,” O’Leary told a press 
conference as Ryanair staff 
in Germany disrupted travel 
for thousands of passengers.

“We do not want strikes 
but we are willing to put 
up with them if it means 
defending our cost base and 
ability to offer lower fares,” 
he added. The strike follows 
a series of walkouts by staff 
across Europe at the no-
frills carrier who are seek-
ing higher pay and other 
contract changes.

Ikea to open first 
store in Ukraine 

AFP| Kiev, Ukraine 

Swedish furniture giant 
Ikea announced plans 

Wednesday to open its first 
store in Ukraine next year, 
finally bringing its take on 
Scandinavian home design 
to the ex-Soviet country af-
ter years of delays.

The announcement came 
during a meeting between 
Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko and the com-
pany’s CEO in Southeast 
Europe in the capital Kiev.

“It’s the right moment for 
Ikea to be here, when we 
look at the business climate 
and the opportunities,” Ste-
fan Vanoverbeke told the 
Ukrainian leader.

Chinese firm eyes 
Serena Williams’ 
racquet maker
AFP| Hong Kong

China’s  Anta  Sports 
Products has offered to 

pay $5.5 billion for the firm 
that makes the Wilson ten-
nis racquets used by Serena 
Williams, it said in a state-
ment yesterday.

Anta has joined buyout 
firm FountainVest Partners 
to offer 40 euros ($46.50) 
a share for Finland’s Amer 
Sports, one of the world’s 
biggest sports equipment 
firms that also owns popu-
lar ski brands Salomon and 
Atomic.

Along with Roger Federer, 
Williams is one of Wilson’s 
most recognisable tennis 
stars, who hit the headlines 
for her bad-tempered loss 
in Saturday US Open final 
in which she smashed her 
racquet.

The bid is non-binding 
and subject to a number of 
conditions such as a due 
diligence investigation, the 
statement added.

Oil pours out of a spout from Edwin Drake’s original 1859 well that launched the 
modern petroleum industry at the Drake Well Museum and Park in Titusville, 
Pennsylvania

$79.47
was the price of a 

barrel of Brent crude 
yesterday, up by 41 

cents compared to the 
previous day. 

Airport to be showcased 
at World Route Forum
TDT| Manama

Bahrain Airport Company 
(BAC) will showcase Bah-

rain International Airport’s 
(BIA) competitiveness as a re-
gional aviation hub and pro-
mote the Kingdom as a tourism 
destination, alongside the Bah-
rain Economic Development 
Board and the Bahrain Tour-
ism and Exhibition Authority, 
at one of the aviation indus-
try’s biggest global events.

The 24th World Route De-
velopment Forum, taking place 
in Guangdong Province, China 
from September 15 to 18, will 
bring together airlines, airport 
operators, tourism authorities, 
government bodies, and other 
relevant stakeholders to ex-
plore potential partnerships. 
More than 3,000 delegates 
from 110 countries are expect-
ed to attend the event, which 
provides a platform for route 
development professionals to 
discuss, develop, and plan net-
work strategy. 

The event will  include 
face-to-face meetings, an ex-
hibition, and a conference 
featuring presentations and 

panel discussions with indus-
try experts, centred on key air 
service development issues 
currently affecting the route 
development community.  

BAC Chief  Commercial 
Officer, Ayman Zainal, said: 
“World Routes is one of the 
most important events for 
BAC and we are always keen 
to participate. It provides an 
excellent opportunity for us 
to meet with international air-
lines and airport management 
companies. The forum is an 
ideal platform to showcase 
the numerous advantages of 
operating out of BIA as well 
as the improvements being 
made to its infrastructure, fa-
cilities, and services through 
the Airport Modernisation 
Programme. BAC and its part-
ners are working to develop 
new routes and cargo opera-
tions that will serve the needs 
of businesses and passengers 
within BIA’s facilities. This 
event is a great opportunity for 
us to meet with senior route 
decision makers and network 
planners and gain valuable in-
sight that brings us closer to 
our goals.”

The Minister of Electricity and Water Affairs, Dr Abdulhussain Mirza, during his visit to the Electricity and Water 
Authority’s Customer Service Center. The minister was accompanied by Sheikh Nawaf bin Ibrahim Al Khalifa, 
Chief Executive Officer of EWA and officials. The minister followed up the progress of work in the centre’s various 
departments and saw how officials handled and responded to the requirements of citizens and residents with regard 
to electricity and water services. The minister also inspected the equipment set up. EWA also launched a new service 
to manage queues in the customer service centers in cooperation with the Skiplino Technologies specialized in queue 
management

The summer internship students at KPMG in Bahrain. KPMG takes 51 interns throughout the year, with 11 offered full-
time jobs. This included 23 university students, who completed their summer internship in the firm.  This is being done 
as part of the firm’s on-going student internship programme, which provides learning opportunities for students from 
leading universities inside and outside of the Kingdom to help them gain valuable work experience and prepare them 
for successful careers

Tech to cost SE Asia millions of jobs, warns WEF
AFP| Hanoi

Automation will soon make 
millions of low-skilled jobs 

-- from cashiers and machine 
operators to waiters and drivers 
-- redundant across Southeast 
Asia, experts said yesterday, 
warning the region to upskill 
fast or face huge employment 
problems. 

The topic was centre stage 
at the World Economic Forum 
(WEF) in Hanoi, where warn-

ings abounded that countries in-
cluding Vietnam, Indonesia and 
Thailand where manufacturing 
has driven GDP and employed 
millions would be among the 
worst affected.

In stark comments, Vietnam’s 
Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan 
Phuc told the forum technology 
could spell doom for the “Asian 
factory model” of growth that 
has driven his country for recent 
years. While richer economies 
such as Japan and Singapore 

have embraced so-called “dis-
ruptive technologies”, poorer 
manufacturing hubs are not 
yet equipped to adapt to rap-
id change driven by automa-
tion. But they may soon have no 
choice. About 6.6 million jobs in 
Southeast Asia are likely to be-
come “redundant” within a dec-
ade due to new tech, according 
to a study by Cisco and Oxford 
Economics released on Wednes-
day at WEF. 

To head off crisis among low 

skilled workers whose econom-
ic aspirations have changed in 
step with their incomes, ASEAN 
countries must act fast to edu-
cate their workforce, delegates 
warned.

“The ASEAN region has prob-
ably got a window of about 10 
years during which it has to 
transition into something more 
higher value added,” Justin 
Wood, WEF executive member, 
told AFP. “If they haven’t taken 
the right decisions by the end 

of 10 years then they will not be 
globally competitive at all.”

The hardest hit will be “jobs 
that focus on routine tasks –- 
including cashiers, typists, ma-
chine operators, and clerks” and 
so are at high risk of automation, 
Phu Huynh of the International 
Labour Organization told AFP. 

“In Southeast Asia, these jobs 
are often filled by women and 
workers with lower qualifica-
tions and they in particular are 
highly vulnerable.”



EU parliament clears copyright law in blow to big tech
The dramatic vote in the French city of Strasbourg confirmed the European Union as Silicon Valley’s most powerful critic and 

follows anti-trust decisions that have cost Google and Apple billions

AFP| Strasbourg

The European Parliament 
yesterday approved a con-

troversial EU copyright law that 
hands more power to news and 
record companies against in-
ternet giants like Google and 
Facebook. 

Backing the draft were tradi-
tional media, in urgent search 
of income at a time when web 
users shun newspapers and tel-
evision and advertising reve-
nue is siphoned away by online 
platforms.The dramatic vote in 
the French city of Strasbourg 
confirmed the European Union 

as Silicon Valley’s most power-
ful critic and follows anti-trust 
decisions that have cost Google 
and Apple billions.

Europe is also leading the 
political charge on protecting 
data privacy, and just ahead of 
the copyright vote warned web 
firms it could hold them respon-
sible for terrorist propaganda.

European lawmakers were 
sharply divided on the copyright 
issue, with both sides engaging 
in one of the biggest rounds of 
lobbying that the EU has ever 
seen.

But, despite uncertainty ahead 
of the vote, MEPs meeting in 

Strasbourg ended up passing 
the draft law with 438 votes in 
favour, 226 against, and 39 ab-
stentions.

The text MEPs settled on com-
promised on some of the ways 
news organisations will charge 
companies for links to content, 
with platforms free to use “a few 
words” of text, according to an 
amendment.

It also slightly watered down 
a proposal for so-called upload 
filters that will make platforms 
-- such as YouTube or Facebook 
-- liable for copyright breaches 
and force them to automatically 
delete content by violators.

EU commissioners Andrus 
Ansip and Mariya Gabriel, who 
proposed the reform, dubbed 
the vote “a strong and positive 
signal and an essential step to 
achieving our common objective 
of modernising the copyright 
rules in the European Union.” 

 ‘Great step forward’ 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron, who firmly backed the 
reform, hailed “a great step for-
ward for Europe”.

“I am proud that France has 
been at the forefront of this 
fight,” he added on his Twitter 
account.
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Modest recovery in markets
Gains were capped, however, by expectations that the US-China trade row will escalate again after 
Beijing said it planned to impose anti-dumping sanctions worth billions of dollars on Washington

AFP| London

Stock markets enjoyed a 
breather from festering 
trade war fears yesterday, 

giving investors a welcome 
chance to hunt for bargains after 
recent weakness, traders said.

Gains were capped, however, 
by expectations that the US-Chi-
na trade row will escalate again 
after Beijing said it planned to 
impose anti-dumping sanctions 
worth billions of dollars on 
Washington.

“Stocks have ticked up al-
though traders remain nervous 
about the state of global trading 
relations,” said market analyst 
David Madden at CMC Markets 
UK.

“China have been making 
life tricky for the US, and now 
the ball is in President Trump’s 
court. Dealers know full well 
what sort of reaction we could 
see from Mr Trump, and some 
are in wait and see mode,” he 
added.

Analyst Craig Erlam at Oanda 
said the lull is likely to be just 
temporary.

Get used to it 
“With China involving the 

WTO in the dispute and the US 
preparing more tariffs –- and 
threatening an eventual tariff on 
all imports –- it doesn’t appear 

this threat is going away any 
time soon and is something we 
should just get used to,” Erlam 
said.

E u ro p e a n  m a r ke t s  f i n -
ished higher, with Paris leading 
the pack with a gain of 0.9 per-
cent. London rose 0.6 percent 
and Frankfurt added 0.5 per-
cent.

Wall Street was mixed in late 
morning trading, with the Nas-
daq being pulled lower by tech 
stocks, while the Dow rose 0.6 
percent.

Earlier in Asia, an ongoing 
stock market sell-off showed no 
sign of letting up, partly fuelled 

by trade fears, and partly by a 
brewing emerging markets cri-
sis.

The new turn in the US-China 
spat meanwhile adds to a sense 
of pessimism across trading 
floors in recent weeks as the 
world’s top two economic pow-
ers stand on the cusp of an all-
out trade war that observers fear 
could batter the global economy.

China on Tuesday said it 
would ask the World Trade Or-
ganization next week for per-
mission to impose more than 
$7 billion in sanctions annually 
on the United States over an-
ti-dumping practices. The WTO 
will discuss the issue on Sep-
tember 21.

Chinese hotpot 
chain  Haidilao eyes 
nearly $1-bn IPO
AFP| Beijing

China’s premier hotpot 
chain Haidilao Inter-

national is hoping to raise 
almost $1 billion in an ini-
tial public offering in Hong 
Kong, according to an pro-
spectus made public yes-
terday. 

The Sichuan hotpot op-
erator is known for its good 
customer service -- a rar-
ity in China -- with queu-
ing diners provided with 
snacks, tea, and even man-
icures. 

The legion of customers 
also enjoy live shows during 
their meals put on by Haid-
ilao staff.

EU’s Juncker wants 
‘new alliance’ with 
Africa
AFP| Strasbourg

European Commission 
h e a d  Je a n  C l a u d e 

Juncker yesterday called for 
a “new alliance” with Africa 
that would create millions 
of jobs and include a free 
trade deal.

His call came as Europe-
an countries are struggling 
to find a united solution to 
slow the flow of African mi-
grants crossing the Mediter-
ranean, mainly to Spain and 
Italy, in search of a better 
life.

Lula quits race, 
Haddad to run 
instead
AFP| Curitiba, Brazil 

Brazil’s jailed ex-lead-
er Luiz Inacio Lula da 

Silva tapped his running-
mate Fernando Haddad to 
replace him on the ballot 
in next month’s presiden-
tial election, bowing out of 
the race after he was barred 
from seeking a new term.

The switch was approved 
at a meeting of the Workers 
Party in the southern city of 
Curitiba -- where Lula has 
been held since April for 
corruption -- as the clock 
ticked down on a court-or-
dered deadline for him to 
name a stand-in.

European markets finished higher, with Paris leading the pack with a gain of 0.9 pc.- File photo

 Key figures around  1530 GMT 
London - FTSE 100:    0.6 percent at 7,313.36 points (close)

Frankfurt - DAX 30:    0.5 percent at 12,032.30 (close)

Paris - CAC 40:    0.9 percent at 5,332.13 (close)

EURO STOXX 50:    0.5 percent at 3,328.16

New York - Dow Jones:    0.6 percent at 26,115.42

Tokyo - Nikkei 225:  0.3 percent at 22,604.61 (close)

Hong Kong - Hang Seng:  0.3 percent at 26,345.04 (close)  

Shanghai - Composite:  0.3 percent at 2,656.11 (close)

Euro/dollar:    at $1.1639 from $1.1600 at 2040 GMT

Pound/dollar:    at $1.3036 from $1.3026

Dollar/yen:  at 111.40 yen from 111.57 yen

With China involving 
the WTO in the 
dispute and the 

US preparing more 
tariffs, it doesn’t 

appear this threat 
is going away any 
time soon and is 

something we should 
just get used to

CRAIG ERLAM, ANALYST

Erdogan appoints himself as 
head of Turkey wealth fund
AFP| Ankara

President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan yesterday appointed 

himself the chairman of Tur-
key’s sovereign wealth fund and 
named his son-in-law and Fi-
nance Minister Berat Albayrak 
as deputy chairman. 

Zafer Sonmez, who was head 
of Turkey and Africa for Ma-
laysia’s sovereign wealth fund 
Khazanah Nasional Bhd, was 
named as the fund’s general 
manager in presidential decrees 
published in the official gazette. 

One of Erdogan’s advisors 
mainly known for his outland-
ish statements, Yigit Bulut, was 

removed from the board, while 
new members included Rifat 
Hisarciklioglu, the president 
of the Union of Chambers and 
Commodity Exchanges of Tur-
key (TOBB).

Erdogan last year said the 
fund needed a “reorganisation” 
after the first chairman Meh-
met Bostan was removed from 
his post in September 2017.

The fund was established in 
August 2016 and tens of billions 
of dollars worth of state assets 
including -- wholly state-owned 
-- Ziraat Bank were transferred 
to it in 2017.The fund’s other as-
sets include the state’s minority 
49.12-percent shareholding in 

flag carrier Turkish Airlines, as 
well as state-owned enterprises 
such as the PTT Turkish post of-
fice. Turkish Airlines is regard-
ed as one of Turkey’s crown 
jewel assets and its size is set to 
grow further with the move to 
a giant new Istanbul airport as 
its main hub in October.

The fund was set up in the af-
termath of the attempted over-
throw of Erdogan in July 2016. 
Its establishment was seen as a 
way of tightening state control 
over Turkey’s assets.

Such funds can be used for 
large projects, maintaining pen-
sions and national welfare pro-
grammes, or in times of crisis.

US may ban flavored e-cig 
AFP| Washington

US regulators said yester-
day they are considering 

an immediate ban on flavoured 
e-cigarettes, as the Food and 
Drug Administration chief 
warned of an “epidemic” of 
vaping among youths.

The agency sent more than 
1,100 warning letters and 131 
fines to retailers it said il-
legally sold JUUL and other 
e-cigarette products to minors 
during a nationwide under-
cover sting including brick-
and-mortar and online stores 
this summer.The crackdown 
marked the “largest coordinat-
ed enforcement effort in the 
FDA’s history,” the agency said 
in a statement, warning of even 
harsher action to come.

“We see clear signs that 
youth use of electronic ciga-
rettes has reached an epidemic 
proportion, and we must ad-
just certain aspects of our com-
prehensive strategy to stem 
this clear and present danger,” 
said FDA Commissioner Scott 
Gottlieb in a statement.

“We’re especially focused on 
the flavored e-cigarettes. And 
we’re seriously considering a 
policy change that would lead 
to the immediate removal of 
these flavored products from 
the market.”Gottlieb cited pre-
liminary data that has not yet 
been published, but which he 
said shows “youth use of e-cigs 
is rising very sharply.”

The data is expected to 
be published in the coming 
months. 

European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker delivers his State of the 
Union speech at the European Parliament 
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US incomes rises 
as poverty rate 
declines
Reuters | Washington 

The median US house-
hold income rose for a 

third straight year in 2017 
and the poverty rate de-
clined further, government 
data showed yesterday.

The Census Bureau said 
in its Income, Poverty and 
Health Insurance Cover-
age and Supplemental Pov-
erty Measure report that 
median household incomes 
increased 1.8 per cent to 
$61,400 last year.

The report also showed 
the poverty rate — thepcage 
of people living in poverty — 
fell to 12.3pc last year from 
12.7pc in 2016. The Census 
Bureau also said about 28.5 
million residents did not 
have health insurance in 
2017, not statistically differ-
ent from the previous year.

While the poverty thresh-
old in 2017 was an income of 
$24,858 for a family of four, 
analysts say the number re-
sembles a trend of declining 
poverty that has persisted 
since 2014 under the tenure 
of former President Barack 
Obama.

The economy added 2.2 
million jobs in 2017, with 
the unemployment ending 
the year at 4.1pc.

New York overtakes 
London as top fin 
centre
Reuters | London

New York has overtaken 
London as the world’s 

most attractive financial 
centre, a survey said on 
Wednesday, as Britain’s de-
cision to leave the Europe-
an Union prompts banks to 
shift jobs out of the city to 
preserve access to Europe’s 
single market.

Brexit poses the biggest 
challenge to the City of Lon-
don’s finance industry since 
the 2007-2009 financial 
crisis, since it might mean 
banks and insurers lose ac-
cess to the EU, the world’s 
biggest trading bloc.

New York took first place, 
followed by London, Hong 
Kong and Singapore in the 
Z/Yen global financial cen-
tres index, which ranks 100 
financial centres on factors 
such as infrastructure and 
access to quality staff.

London’s ranking fell 
by eight points from six 
months ago, the biggest de-
cline among the top con-
tenders. The survey’s au-
thors said the drop reflect-
ed the uncertainty around 
Brexit.“We are getting clos-
er and closer to exit day and 
we still don’t know whether 
London will be able to trade 
with all the other European 
financial centres,” Mark Ye-
andle, the co-creator of the 
index, said.

“The fear of losing busi-
ness to other centres is driv-
ing the slight decline and 
people are concerned about 
London’s competitiveness.”

Since Britain voted more 
than two years ago to leave 
the EU, some of the world’s 
most powerful finance 
companies in London have 
begun moving staff to the 
EU to preserve the existing 
cross-border trading. 

Apple unveils iPhone Xs premium phones in 2 sizes
AFP | Cupertino,  United States 

Apple yesterday unveiled up-
dated versions of its priciest 

iPhones along with a new smart-
watch that allows users to take 
their own electrocardiograms.

The California tech giant re-
vealed its iPhone XS and iPhone 
XS Max, updating the top-of-the 
line handsets released a year 
earlier. 

“We are going to take iPhone 
X to the next level,” chief exec-
utive Tim Cook said at a media 
event at the company’s head-
quarters in Cupertino, Califor-
nia.

The new phones have displays 
of 5.8 and 6.5 inches, boosting 
screen size while keeping a 
small-format handset, Apple 
vice president Phil Schiller said.

The September event allows 
the company to unveil its latest 
offerings before the key holiday 
shopping season.

While the iPhone has made 
Apple the world’s most valuable 
company, worth more than $1 
trillion, it has slipped to third 
place among smartphone mak-
ers as Chinese-based Huawei 
has grabbed the number two 
spot.

Analyst Patrick Moorhead of 

Moor Insights & Strategy said 
Apple had done enough “to keep 
its smartphone growth going 
until the competition responds.”

New smartwatch features
Apple also introduced a fourth 

generation of Apple Watch with 

a major redesign -- and a series 
of features designed to improve 
its performance as a medical and 
health device.

The watch, sold in the United 
States from $399 and up, will be 
available in stores on Septem-
ber 21.

“Apple Watch has become an 
intelligent guardian for your 
health,” chief operating officer 
Jeff Williams said.

He highlighted a major inno-
vation -- the watch’s ability to 
perform an electrocardiogram.

“This is the first ECG product 

offered over the counter directly 
to consumers,” he said.

“Now you can take an ECG any 
time, anywhere, right from the 
wrist.”

The device also detects when 
a person suffers a fall, seen as an 
important feature for elderly or 
disabled users.

If a person falls, and then is 
motionless, the watch will call 
emergency services, he added.

‘Crossroads’
Research firm CB Insights 

said Apple is at a “crossroads” 
a decade after introducing the 
iPhone.

“Looking for the next wave, 
Apple is clearly expanding into 
augmented reality and weara-
bles with the Apple Watch and 
AirPods wireless headphones,” 
the firm said. 

“But the next ‘big one’ -- a 
success and growth driver on 
the scale of the iPhone -- has 
not yet been determined. Will 
it be augmented reality, auto, 
wearables? Or something else  
entirely?”

Cook said Apple was nearing 
its two billionth device for its 
mobile operating system known 
as iOS.

Apple CEO Tim Cook speaks during an Apple event 

Regional markets struggle
• Shareholders to vote 
on whether to keep 
Drake & Scull operating

• Abu Dhabi’s Aldar 
drops after announcing 
spin-off plan

Reuters | Dubai

Middle Eastern stock 
markets mostly fell 
yesterday as a plunge 

by loss-making construction 
firm Drake & Scull dampened 
Dubai and a late wave of selling 
in Saudi Arabian banks dragged 
down that market.

Dubai’s index fell 0.8 per cent 

as Drake & Scull plunged its 
10pc daily limit to a record low 
of 0.405 dirham, bringing its 
losses this year to 82pc.

The company said sharehold-
ers would meet on Sept. 27 to 
decide whether to dissolve the 
company, under an article of 
United Arab Emirates company 
law requiring firms to vote on 
whether they should continue 
operating if their accumulated 
losses have reached half of is-
sued share capital.

The firm subsequently issued 
another statement stressing its 
board and management would 
do their utmost to ensure it con-
tinued operating, but this did 
not boost the stock price.

Ajman Bank, which holds 
13.06pc of Drake & Scull shares 

according to exchange data, fell 
2.1pc. The bank said it had no 
exposure to the company and 
was holding the shares as col-
lateral for a financing facility 
provided to local private equity 
firm Tabarak, which was the 
beneficial owner.

Abu Dhabi’s index fell 1.2pc as 
Aldar Properties dropped 2.1pc 
after saying it was spinning off 
its recurring-revenue assets 
worth 20 billion dirhams ($5.4 
billion) into a new, fully owned 
subsidiary, which would help it 
raise capital more cheaply.

But Dana Gas rose 2.6pc af-
ter Crescent Petroleum said it 
obtained approval to raise its 
stake in Dana to over 20pc. As 
of early July, it owned 19.04pc, 
according to Thomson Reuters 
data; its stake was diluted by the 
conversion of Dana’s convertible 
sukuk into equity.

In Saudi Arabia, the index fell 
0.8pc as Banque Saudi Fransi 
lost 2.0pc and the biggest lend-
er, National Commercial Bank, 
dropped 1.2pc.

Petrochemical stocks opened 
strong after Brent oil surged 
near $80 a barrel overnight, but 
the sector closed lower with top 
producer Saudi Basic Industries 
losing 0.7pc. Chemanol rose 
2.1pc, however.

MedGulf, which had jumped 
its 10pc daily limit on Tues-
day, added a further 5.3pc to 
16.00 riyals. Shareholders as 
of end-Wednesday will obtain 
tradeable rights to buy new 
shares at 10 riyals each.

Qatar bucked the downtrend 
with its index gaining 0.6pc to a 
16-month high. Qatar Interna-
tional Islamic Bank added 2.9pc 
as buyers rotated through the 
banking sector, following strong 
gains by other Qatari banks ear-
lier in the week.

Closing Bell
SAUDI    0.8% » 7,635

DUBAI    0.8% » 2,810

ABU DHABI    1.2% » 4,934

QATAR    0.6% » 9,990

EGYPT    0.9% » 15,488

KUWAIT     0.1% » 5,330

BAHRAIN    0.2% » 1,341

OMAN    1.0% » 4,531

US-Canada trade deal possible
Graphic News

Canada and the United States 
are said to be close to a 

trade deal if sticking points over 
Canada’s protected dairy sector, 
protection of media firms, and 
a system for settling trade dis-
putes are resolved.

Canadian foreign minister 
Chrystia Freeland announced 
a breakthrough this week in 
talks with the United States on 
a revamped North American 
Free Trade Agreement, saying 
a new deal was now “eminently 
possible.”

US President Trump has lam-
basted Canada for protecting its 
dairy farmers with hefty tariffs.

An Associated Press fact 
check concludes that Trump is 
basically right about the tariffs. 
Canada allows a small amount 
of dairy and poultry imports 
into the country duty-free or at 
very low taxes. Anything above 
the faces punitive import du-
ties: Consider 245 per cent tar-
iffs on cheese. And 298 per cent 

on butter.
The World Trade Organiza-

tion says Canadian dairy tariffs 
average nearly 249 per cent, 
compared with the United 

States’ 17 per cent.
Despite Canadian barriers 

the United States last year ran 
a $474 million trade surplus in 
dairy with Canada. 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, USTR, Canadian Business

U.S.-Canada trade deal closer
Canada and the United States are said to be close to a trade deal if

sticking points over Canada’s protected dairy sector, cultural protection
of media firms, and a system for settling trade disputes are resolved

U.S. exports
of goods
to Canada

U.S. imports
of goods

from Canada

U.S. trade deficit
(all figures US$)

2013
-$31.75bn
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2014
-$36.46bn

2015
-$15.45bn

2016
-$11.05bn

2017
-$17.05bn

$300.75bn

$312.82bn

$280.86bn

$266.73bn

$282.27bn

$332.50bn

$349.28bn

$296.31bn

68.2%
of Canada’s

global
exports

14.2%
of America’s

global
exports

$277.78bn

$299.32bn

Vehicles
Machinery
Electrical machinery
Agricultural products
Mineral fuels
Plastics

$52bn
$43bn
$25bn
$24bn
$20bn
$13bn

Mineral fuels
Vehicles
Agricultural products
Machinery
Special (inc. timber)
Plastics

$73bn
$56bn
$22bn
$21bn
$14bn
$11bn

Top exports

U.S. jobs reliant on trade
with Canada

Canadian jobs reliant on
trade with U.S.9 million 2.5 million

Serb spends 36 years 
collecting currencies

pavlovci, Serbia 

His day job is working as 
a locksmith but out of 

hours Zoran Milosevic’s pas-
sion is to hunt down rare coins 
and bank notes as part of a 36-
year quest to collect all the 
currencies of the world.

At his home in the north-
ern Serbian village of Pavlovci, 

Milosevic showed off decades 
of his painstaking work with 
colourful notes and coins lined 
up under protective glass.

He said he had managed to 
collect 194 different curren-
cies, including some which 
are no longer in use, and his 
achievement was even more 
impressive as he rarely left his 
Serbian home to find them.

 Zoran Milosevic holding the last addition to his collection of banknotes and 
coins from around the world, a coin from Bermuda, at his home in the village 
of Pavlovci, 70 km west of capital Belgrade
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RACHEL CLARKE

A furrowed brow and flail-
ing arms were all we had 
to go on. The grimacing, 

the way the patient flung his 
head from side to side — all of it 
signified an unvoiced anguish. 
We tried talking, listening, mor-
phine. His agitation only grew.

All cancers have the power to 
ravage a body, but each assails 
in distinctive ways. One of the 
particular cruelties of a cancer 
of the tongue is its capacity to 
deprive a person of speech.

Some of us thought he must 
be suffering from terminal ag-
itation, a state of heightened 
anxiety that sometimes devel-
ops as the end of life draws near. 
But the junior doctor on the 
team, Nicholas, was convinced 
that we could unlock the source 
of our patient’s distress and vol-
unteered to stay behind in the 
room.

Nicholas reappeared about an 
hour later. “You can understand 
his speech,” he announced. 
“You just have to really listen.”

When I re-entered the room, 
the reclining chair that the pa-
tient — a tall, angular man in 
his 80s — had been thrashing 
around in had been turned to 
face out onto the garden and the 
double doors were open wide. 
Now, he sat calmly, transfixed 
by the trees and sky. All he had 
wanted was that view.

For a decade, I have worked 
as a doctor in Britain’s Nation-
al Health Service. We are an 
overstretched, underfunded 
health service in which too few 
doctors and nurses labor with 
too few resources, struggling 
to deliver good care. Burnout 
among staff is endemic, so much 

so that it threatens to stifle the 
kindness and compassion that 
should be the bedrock of med-
icine.

But then there are the mo-
ments when helping someone 
is easy: Just nature is enough.

Before I specialised in palli-
ative care, I thought the sheer 
vitality of nature might be an 
affront to patients so close to 
the end of life — a kind of im-
pudent abundance. And yet, in 
the hospice where I work, I am 
often struck by the intense sol-
ace some patients find in the 
natural world.

I met Diane Finch, a patient, 
in May, on the day her oncol-
ogist broke the devastating 

news that further palliative 
chemotherapy was no longer 
an option. She was 51. From that 
point on, her terminal breast 
cancer would run its natural 
course, medicine powerless to 
arrest it.

“My first thought, my urge, 
was to get up and find an open 
space,” she told me on that first 
meeting. “I needed to breathe 
fresh air, to hear natural noises 
away from the hospital and its 
treatment rooms.”

At first she fought to preserve 
herself digitally, documenting 
every thought and feeling on 
her computer before they, and 
she, were lost forever. But one 
day, as she was typing franti-

cally, she heard a bird singing 
through her open window.

“When you come to the end 
of your life, you get the sense 
that you don’t want to lose your-
self, you want to be able to pass 
something on,” she told me lat-
er. “When I had whole brain 
radiotherapy, I felt as though 
something had dropped out, as 
if everything I said needed to be 
saved. It was all running away 
from me.

“Somehow, when I listened 
to the song of a blackbird in the 
garden, I found it incredibly 
calming. It seemed to allay that 
fear that everything was going 
to disappear, to be lost forever, 
because I thought, ‘Well, there 
will be other blackbirds. Their 
songs will be pretty similar and 

it will all be fine.’ And in the 
same way, there were other 
people before me with my di-
agnosis. Other people will have 
died in the same way I will die. 
And it’s natural. It’s a natural 
progression. Cancer is part of 
nature too, and that is some-
thing I have to accept, and learn 
to live and die with.”

Finch recorded a song based 
on the peace she felt listening to 
the bird song, and it was enough 
to bring her some relief from 
what — up to that point — had 
been almost feverish efforts at 
self-preservation.

Another patient, whom I 
admitted in July with about a 
week to live, was mostly con-
cerned that I keep the windows 
open, so that he could “keep on 
feeling the breeze on my face 
and listening to that blackbird 
outside.” I rushed to make sure 
of it.

Shortly before his death from 
pancreatic cancer at 59, in the 
1990s, the British playwright 
Dennis Potter described the 
exaltation of looking out at a 
blossom that had become the 
“whitest, frothiest, blossomest 
blossom that there ever could 
be” from his window.

“Things are both more trivial 
than they ever were, and more 
important than they ever were, 
and the difference between 
the trivial and the important 
doesn’t seem to matter. But the 
nowness of everything is ab-
solutely wondrous,” he told an 
interviewer.

People often imagine hospic-
es to be dark and dismal plac-
es where there is nothing left 
to experience but dying. But 
what dominates my work is not 
proximity to death but the best 
bits of living. Nowness is every-
where. Nature provides it.

(Rachel Clarke is an NHS doctor and 
the author of “Your Life in My Hands: 

A Junior Doctor’s Story.”)

In life’s last moments,  
open a window

My hospice patients were dying, but they still longed for fresh air and birdsong

People often imagine 
hospices to be dark and 

dismal places where 
there is nothing left to 

experience but dying. But 
what dominates my work 
is not proximity to death 
but the best bits of living. 
Nowness is everywhere.

How to tackle rising suicides?

Of late, I have been reading many reports 
about rising number of suicides among 
the expatriate community of Bahrain. As 

a doctor, I can only think of one reason behind 
all these suicides, mental depression caused by 
various factors, which could include financial 
troubles, personal issues and diseases. So it’s high 
time we think about the factors that are leading 
to mental depression among the expatriates. All 
I could feel is the changes in the ways and rela-
tionships among people that have been brought 
out by the technological revolution. Yes, this 
revolution has adversely affected the humans. 
There are no good friendships or strong bonding 

that could serve a refuge in times of crisis for any 
human. The society needs to change. I don’t mean 
it should go back to the medieval ages, but we 
need to revive the human compassion and love so 
that we are able to take care of our brothers and 
sisters, who struggle with various issues in life.  
As one community, we can solve many problems 
faced by these underprivileged persons who, at 
times, even don’t have a good friend to talk to. I 
am sure that the social organisations will come 
up with plans and initiatives to solve this rising 
suicide menace.

Dr Chandran Pillai    

1948
Deputy Prime Minister of India 
Vallabhbhai Patel orders the 
Army to move into Hyderabad to 
integrate it with the Indian Union.

1948
Margaret Chase Smith is elected United 
States senator, and becomes the first 
woman to serve in both the U.S. House of 
Representativesand the United States Senate.

1953
Nikita Khrushchev is appointed 
General Secretary of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union.

1956
The dike around the Dutch polder 
East Flevoland is closed.
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Obama doctrine: Give 
away everything, 

concede on every issue, 
get nothing in return, 
project weakness, & apol-
ogize for America
Trump doctrine: Don’t 
give an inch, get prison-
ers back, broker peace, 
defend America, restore 
faith in the West, and 
clean up the mistakes of 
the past

@charliekirk11

Watch out, America! 
#HurricaneFlor-

ence is so enormous, we 
could only capture her 
with a super wide-angle 
lens from the @Space_Sta-
tion, 400 km directly above 
the eye. Get prepared 
on the East Coast, this is 
a no-kidding nightmare 
coming for you. #Horizons

@Astro_Alex

The #WorldHindu-
Congress was a great 

success in spite of media 
and leftist efforts to deni-
grate it. I was honored to 
speak before its inspired 
audience. Those who talk 
about freedom of expres-
sion try to suppress any 
Hindu voice, which shows 
how much more Hindus 
need to speak up!

@davidfrawleyved

I shall approach the SC 
this month as to when 

the Bench will hear my 
Ram Mandir Writ Peti-
tion. This month the NH, 
Tirupati, Yamuna and 
GST / Sunanda cases are 
also listed for hearing

@Swamy39

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

DAVID BELCHER

I never thought I’d be so ex-
cited to see “Cats.”

After soaking up West-
ern culture — primarily in New 
York, London and Paris — about 
thrice a week for more than 20 
years, I accepted a job two years 
ago in the Hong Kong office of 
The New York Times. No sweat, 
I thought: Maybe I was so Mo-
zart-ed and Sondheim-ed to 
death that I really didn’t need to 
see another production of “Don 
Giovanni” or “Sweeney Todd.”

Well, maybe I was wrong. But 
just give me the right grand Chi-
nese opera house and I’ll gladly 
suffer through “Memory.”

As summer fades and cities 
around the world launch their 
autumn offerings of culture, 
I’ve already joined in: The Hong 
Kong Philharmonic’s 45th sea-
son opener this month was the 
violinist Leila Josefowicz under 
the baton of Jaap van Zweden. 
Not too shabby. Joshua Bell 
showed up last weekend. The 
small but respectable Hong 
Kong Opera has “Turandot,” a 
coproduction New York City 
Opera, next month. I’m not 
Puccini-ed out, but after two 
years I’m looking for a more 
gobsmacking venue than this 
city’s nearly 30-year-old per-
forming arts center.

What’s fascinating about liv-
ing on the cusp of China is the 
exciting but slightly frustrat-
ing cultural pilgrimages I’ve 
embarked on of late: visiting 
the extravagant and sometimes 

half-empty opera houses that 
have sprung up in the past 
few years in such megacities 
as Chongqing, Guangzhou and 
Zhuhai.

As China modernizes at warp 
speed, it’s anchoring its new 
cities — or at least the newly 
bulldozed and bedazzling ones 
— with performing arts centers 
that make Lincoln Center look 
like an impromptu barn stage 
in a Mickey Rooney and Judy 
Garland movie. These celebri-
ty-architect houses often up-
stage their performances — and 
I suspect that’s the point. They 
are glorified roadhouses for 
splashy Broadway shows, tour-
ing ballet and modern dance 
companies,  traveling sym-
phonies and native-language 
theater. The National Centre 
for the Performing Arts in Bei-
jing, often referred to as The 
Giant Egg, started it all in 2007, 
followed by the Guangzhou 
Opera House in 2010, which 
has become the opera house 
to beat. It’s almost like amuse-
ment parks competing to have 
the largest and most outlandish 
roller coasters.

Enter my pilgrimage to see 
those dancing and singing cats.

“Cats” (performed in English) 
has set up its feline junkyard for 
two weeks at the Guangzhou 
Opera House, Zaha Hadid’s 
$200 million architectural mas-
terpiece. A two-hour train ride 
from Hong Kong to the city of 
a mere 15 million was my new-
est weekend quest for culture. 
Tickets were easy to purchase 
on a comprehensive website 
with an English-language op-
tion. Simplicity goes a long way.

But my travels to see these 
great halls are often fraught 
with challenges: Most don’t 

have websites with an English 
option and the ability to pur-
chase tickets online. Amazing-
ly, credit cards are often not 
accepted in China. WeChat Pay 
and Alipay are king here. The 
language barrier is a constant 
in China, but aside from the 
well-established opera houses 
in Beijing, Shanghai and Guang-
zhou, others aren’t really set up 
for culture tourism. If they want 
to draw the masses and take 
their place on the world stage, it 
shouldn’t be this difficult.

One example is the opera 
house in Zhuhai, which is rem-
iniscent of Botticelli’s “The 
Birth of Venus.” It’s a tower-
ing structure made up of two 
giant scallop-shaped facades 
on a man-made island where 
the Pearl River meets the South 
China Sea, adjacent to the gam-
bling mecca of Macau. It is as 
stunning and revolutionary — 
and as city-defining — as the 
Sydney Opera House must have 
been 45 years ago. But its web-
site is nearly incomprehensi-
ble. A friend and I were able to 
get tickets to a traveling phil-
harmonic performance only 

through our hotel concierge.
Sure, Hong Kong is suited 

to Western culture vultures 
like me with a sprinkling of 
road shows, annual perform-
ing arts festivals and high-pro-
file concerts. We get the “Met 
Live in HD” opera broadcasts 
from New York (but delayed 
for several months to pass the 
local censors). Cover bands dot 
the city, with a hit song by the 
Carpenters most likely being 
sung in a hotel lobby at any 
given moment. Bob Dylan just 
breezed through Asia (if Dylan 
can breeze at this point). And 
the camp lover in me is deep-
ly bitter that Air Supply just 
played Singapore but skipped 
Hong Kong.

I’ve even tried to meld the 
worlds that collide here. I re-
cently attended a student pro-
duction of “The Threepenny 
Opera” in Cantonese (with, 
mercifully, English subtitles). I 
never thought I’d miss the nu-
ance and subtlety of the German 
language. Then there was the 
time I tried Cantonese opera 
(without, mercilessly, English 
subtitles) and wondered what 
on earth I was thinking. A cul-
tural experience is fine for about 
15 minutes if you don’t know the 
language. Then you start to feel 
like a monolingual loser.

These journeys to Eng-
lish-language theater or the 
wordless comfort of symphony 
music and dance have helped 
devoid my cultural void. But 
more deeply, my nearly two 
years here have made me realize 
what culture means on a purely 
emotional level. It is a connec-
tion, if nothing else, to one’s 
native language, even if you’re 
reading subtitles in English but 
connecting to Italian (read: Lat-

in) words from a language class 
from your youth. And many of 
us urban denizens — often sin-
gle and far from our families — 
depend on the arts for a certain 
level of fulfillment. Loneliness 
and big-city disconnection melt 
away in the presence of great 
art.

Part of the lure of these lavish 
theaters is that sense of won-
der — what it must have been 
like to walk into a new cathe-
dral centuries ago, seeking a 
spiritual connection or just a 
sense of architectural awe. As 
more people move around the 
world for work, connected by 
our devices and our ability to 
communicate through Google 
Translate and a simple smile, 
these cultural and architectural 
wonders are a modern version 
of the great opera houses of cen-
turies past: temples of national 
pride and the transformative 
power of music and culture, but 
also places to be seen, to find 
comfort, to swagger. Think of 
the Palais Garnier in Paris, built 
as the lavish jewel of France’s 
belle epoque era, or the current 
Metropolitan Opera House, a 
testament to America’s post-
war and space-age power in the 
1960s.

OK, so I’ll admit that I may be 
overstating what I can get out 
of seeing “Cats” in China, but 
the Guangzhou Opera House 
and its opulent cousins give me 
that sense of wonder and ex-
citement about the future of 
the arts across our planet. Go-
ing to heaven on a kitty-cat tire 
isn’t exactly Mimi’s final death 
aria in “La Bohème,” but you 
should’ve seen the house.

(David Belcher, is an editor in the 
Hong Kong office of the New York 

Times Opinion section.) 

Why I’m willing to suffer  
through ‘cats’ in China

The 
enchanting 

and futuristic 
opera houses 

of the 
country’s 

megacities 
don’t offer 

Italian 
masterpieces 
every night

The Guangzhou Opera House is a structure that rises and falls at the foot of Zhujiang Boulevard.
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East Flevoland is closed.
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As China modernizes at 
warp speed, it’s anchoring 

its new cities or at least 
the newly bulldozed and 

bedazzling ones with 
performing arts centers 

that make Lincoln Center 
look like an impromptu 
barn stage in a Mickey 

Rooney and Judy Garland 
movie.
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Obama doctrine: Give 
away everything, 

concede on every issue, 
get nothing in return, 
project weakness, & apol-
ogize for America
Trump doctrine: Don’t 
give an inch, get prison-
ers back, broker peace, 
defend America, restore 
faith in the West, and 
clean up the mistakes of 
the past

@charliekirk11

Watch out, America! 
#HurricaneFlor-

ence is so enormous, we 
could only capture her 
with a super wide-angle 
lens from the @Space_Sta-
tion, 400 km directly above 
the eye. Get prepared 
on the East Coast, this is 
a no-kidding nightmare 
coming for you. #Horizons

@Astro_Alex

The #WorldHindu-
Congress was a great 

success in spite of media 
and leftist efforts to deni-
grate it. I was honored to 
speak before its inspired 
audience. Those who talk 
about freedom of expres-
sion try to suppress any 
Hindu voice, which shows 
how much more Hindus 
need to speak up!

@davidfrawleyved

I shall approach the SC 
this month as to when 

the Bench will hear my 
Ram Mandir Writ Peti-
tion. This month the NH, 
Tirupati, Yamuna and 
GST / Sunanda cases are 
also listed for hearing

@Swamy39

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

DAVID BELCHER

I never thought I’d be so ex-
cited to see “Cats.”

After soaking up West-
ern culture — primarily in New 
York, London and Paris — about 
thrice a week for more than 20 
years, I accepted a job two years 
ago in the Hong Kong office of 
The New York Times. No sweat, 
I thought: Maybe I was so Mo-
zart-ed and Sondheim-ed to 
death that I really didn’t need to 
see another production of “Don 
Giovanni” or “Sweeney Todd.”

Well, maybe I was wrong. But 
just give me the right grand Chi-
nese opera house and I’ll gladly 
suffer through “Memory.”

As summer fades and cities 
around the world launch their 
autumn offerings of culture, 
I’ve already joined in: The Hong 
Kong Philharmonic’s 45th sea-
son opener this month was the 
violinist Leila Josefowicz under 
the baton of Jaap van Zweden. 
Not too shabby. Joshua Bell 
showed up last weekend. The 
small but respectable Hong 
Kong Opera has “Turandot,” a 
coproduction New York City 
Opera, next month. I’m not 
Puccini-ed out, but after two 
years I’m looking for a more 
gobsmacking venue than this 
city’s nearly 30-year-old per-
forming arts center.

What’s fascinating about liv-
ing on the cusp of China is the 
exciting but slightly frustrat-
ing cultural pilgrimages I’ve 
embarked on of late: visiting 
the extravagant and sometimes 

half-empty opera houses that 
have sprung up in the past 
few years in such megacities 
as Chongqing, Guangzhou and 
Zhuhai.

As China modernizes at warp 
speed, it’s anchoring its new 
cities — or at least the newly 
bulldozed and bedazzling ones 
— with performing arts centers 
that make Lincoln Center look 
like an impromptu barn stage 
in a Mickey Rooney and Judy 
Garland movie. These celebri-
ty-architect houses often up-
stage their performances — and 
I suspect that’s the point. They 
are glorified roadhouses for 
splashy Broadway shows, tour-
ing ballet and modern dance 
companies,  traveling sym-
phonies and native-language 
theater. The National Centre 
for the Performing Arts in Bei-
jing, often referred to as The 
Giant Egg, started it all in 2007, 
followed by the Guangzhou 
Opera House in 2010, which 
has become the opera house 
to beat. It’s almost like amuse-
ment parks competing to have 
the largest and most outlandish 
roller coasters.

Enter my pilgrimage to see 
those dancing and singing cats.

“Cats” (performed in English) 
has set up its feline junkyard for 
two weeks at the Guangzhou 
Opera House, Zaha Hadid’s 
$200 million architectural mas-
terpiece. A two-hour train ride 
from Hong Kong to the city of 
a mere 15 million was my new-
est weekend quest for culture. 
Tickets were easy to purchase 
on a comprehensive website 
with an English-language op-
tion. Simplicity goes a long way.

But my travels to see these 
great halls are often fraught 
with challenges: Most don’t 

have websites with an English 
option and the ability to pur-
chase tickets online. Amazing-
ly, credit cards are often not 
accepted in China. WeChat Pay 
and Alipay are king here. The 
language barrier is a constant 
in China, but aside from the 
well-established opera houses 
in Beijing, Shanghai and Guang-
zhou, others aren’t really set up 
for culture tourism. If they want 
to draw the masses and take 
their place on the world stage, it 
shouldn’t be this difficult.

One example is the opera 
house in Zhuhai, which is rem-
iniscent of Botticelli’s “The 
Birth of Venus.” It’s a tower-
ing structure made up of two 
giant scallop-shaped facades 
on a man-made island where 
the Pearl River meets the South 
China Sea, adjacent to the gam-
bling mecca of Macau. It is as 
stunning and revolutionary — 
and as city-defining — as the 
Sydney Opera House must have 
been 45 years ago. But its web-
site is nearly incomprehensi-
ble. A friend and I were able to 
get tickets to a traveling phil-
harmonic performance only 

through our hotel concierge.
Sure, Hong Kong is suited 

to Western culture vultures 
like me with a sprinkling of 
road shows, annual perform-
ing arts festivals and high-pro-
file concerts. We get the “Met 
Live in HD” opera broadcasts 
from New York (but delayed 
for several months to pass the 
local censors). Cover bands dot 
the city, with a hit song by the 
Carpenters most likely being 
sung in a hotel lobby at any 
given moment. Bob Dylan just 
breezed through Asia (if Dylan 
can breeze at this point). And 
the camp lover in me is deep-
ly bitter that Air Supply just 
played Singapore but skipped 
Hong Kong.

I’ve even tried to meld the 
worlds that collide here. I re-
cently attended a student pro-
duction of “The Threepenny 
Opera” in Cantonese (with, 
mercifully, English subtitles). I 
never thought I’d miss the nu-
ance and subtlety of the German 
language. Then there was the 
time I tried Cantonese opera 
(without, mercilessly, English 
subtitles) and wondered what 
on earth I was thinking. A cul-
tural experience is fine for about 
15 minutes if you don’t know the 
language. Then you start to feel 
like a monolingual loser.

These journeys to Eng-
lish-language theater or the 
wordless comfort of symphony 
music and dance have helped 
devoid my cultural void. But 
more deeply, my nearly two 
years here have made me realize 
what culture means on a purely 
emotional level. It is a connec-
tion, if nothing else, to one’s 
native language, even if you’re 
reading subtitles in English but 
connecting to Italian (read: Lat-

in) words from a language class 
from your youth. And many of 
us urban denizens — often sin-
gle and far from our families — 
depend on the arts for a certain 
level of fulfillment. Loneliness 
and big-city disconnection melt 
away in the presence of great 
art.

Part of the lure of these lavish 
theaters is that sense of won-
der — what it must have been 
like to walk into a new cathe-
dral centuries ago, seeking a 
spiritual connection or just a 
sense of architectural awe. As 
more people move around the 
world for work, connected by 
our devices and our ability to 
communicate through Google 
Translate and a simple smile, 
these cultural and architectural 
wonders are a modern version 
of the great opera houses of cen-
turies past: temples of national 
pride and the transformative 
power of music and culture, but 
also places to be seen, to find 
comfort, to swagger. Think of 
the Palais Garnier in Paris, built 
as the lavish jewel of France’s 
belle epoque era, or the current 
Metropolitan Opera House, a 
testament to America’s post-
war and space-age power in the 
1960s.

OK, so I’ll admit that I may be 
overstating what I can get out 
of seeing “Cats” in China, but 
the Guangzhou Opera House 
and its opulent cousins give me 
that sense of wonder and ex-
citement about the future of 
the arts across our planet. Go-
ing to heaven on a kitty-cat tire 
isn’t exactly Mimi’s final death 
aria in “La Bohème,” but you 
should’ve seen the house.

(David Belcher, is an editor in the 
Hong Kong office of the New York 

Times Opinion section.) 

Why I’m willing to suffer  
through ‘cats’ in China

The 
enchanting 

and futuristic 
opera houses 

of the 
country’s 

megacities 
don’t offer 

Italian 
masterpieces 
every night

The Guangzhou Opera House is a structure that rises and falls at the foot of Zhujiang Boulevard.
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Putin proposes 
peace treaty with 
Japan
Vladivostok, Russia 

President Vladimir Pu-
tin suggested yesterday 

that Russia and Japan sign 
a peace treaty this year, 
ending World War II hos-
tilities “without any pre-
conditions” as a territorial 
dispute has led to decades 
of deadlock.

But Putin’s sudden pro-
posal was received cooly 
in Japan, where a govern-
ment spokesman said the 
two countries should first 
resolve the dispute before 
signing a peace deal.

The dispute between 
Russia and Japan centres 
on four islands in the strate-
gically-located Kuril chain 
which the Soviet Union 
occupied at the end of war 
in 1945 but are claimed by 
Japan. 

It has kept the two coun-
tries from signing a peace 
accord that would formally 
end their wartime hostil-
ities.

Ally of Ahmadinejad 
gets 6 years 

Tehran, Iran

A close ally of Iran’s 
ex-president Mahmoud 

Ahmadinejad was handed 
more than six years in pris-
on yesterday for protesting 
against the system, Iranian 
media reported.

Esfandiar Rahim Mas-
haie, 57, was Ahmadine-
jad’s chief of staff during 
his controversial two terms 
as president between 2005 
and 2013.

He was given one year 
for propaganda against the 
state, five years for collu-
sion with intent to commit 
a crime against national se-
curity, and six months for 
insulting judicial officials, 
said Gholamhossein Esmai-
li, head of the Tehran pros-
ecutor’s office, according 
to the conservative Tasnim 
news agency.

Detained Russian 
ship released 

Port Elizabeth, South 
Africa

South African police said 
yesterday they had re-

leased a Russian-registered 
cargo ship which was de-
tained for three weeks on 
suspicion of carrying illegal 
weapons and explosives en 
route to the Nigerian city of 
Lagos. The vessel, named 
Lada, had reportedly left 
Madagascar before stopping 
at Ngqura port outside the 
eastern city of Port Eliza-
beth. Local reports said po-
lice had searched the vessel 
after an anonymous tip-off 
and found weapons and ex-
plosives worth about $3.5 
million in 20 containers on 
board.

Damascus shells Idlib as 
UN warns of ‘bloodbath’

• Russia-backed 
government forces 
have been massing for 
weeks around Idlib

• Intermittent artillery 
fire hit southern districts 
of Idlib province

AFP | Beirut, Lebanon 

Government forces shelled 
Syria’s last major rebel 
bastion yesterday, hours 

after UN chief Antonio Guterres 
warned the Security Council 
any full-blown offensive in Idlib 
risks triggering a “bloodbath”.

As troops massed for a Rus-
sian-backed offensive in the 
northwest, Kurdish-led rebels 
launched a US-backed assault in 
the east to oust the Islamic State 
group from its last redoubt in 
the Euphrates Valley, the US-led 
coalition confirmed.

Intermittent artillery fire hit 
southern districts of Idlib prov-
ince and adjacent rebel-held ar-
eas of Hama province, the Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights 
said. The Britain-based war 
monitor did not immediately 

report any casualties from the 
bombardment which came after 
shelling and air strikes killed 
at least 15 civilians in the rebel 
zone since September 4.

UN agencies and relief organ-
isations have warned repeated-
ly that any major assault could 
spark one of the worst human-

itarian disasters of Syria’s war.
“It is absolutely essential to 

avoid a full-scale battle in Idlib,” 
Guterres said on Tuesday.

“This would unleash a hu-
manitarian nightmare unlike 
any seen in the blood-soaked 
Syrian conflict.”

More than half of Idlib prov-

ince is held by Hayat Tahrir 
al-Sham, a jihadist alliance led 
by Syria’s former Al-Qaeda af-
filiate, and Turkey has warned 
a government offensive could 
scatter thousands of foreign ji-
hadists abroad, posing a security 
threat to the West.

A major battle would trig-

ger a “massive wave of refu-
gees and tremendous securi-
ty risks for Turkey, the rest of 
Europe and beyond,” Turkish 
ambassador Feridun Sinirlio-
glu told the Security Council on  
Tuesday.

French Foreign Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian expressed strong 
support for the Turkish position, 
warning there were “many ter-
rorists from other nations who 
could scatter” in the event of a 
joint Syrian-Russian offensive, 
posing “risks for our security”.

Syrian rebel fighters from the recently-formed “National Liberation Front” take part in military training at an unknown 
location in the northern countryside of the Idlib province 

KNOW WHAT

Russia claimed that 
Syrian rebels had be-
gun working on film 
footage that would 
be presented to the 
world as the after-
math of an alleged 
chemical attack by 

the Syrian army

Russia denies suspecting US of drilling hole on ISS
Moscow, Russia 

Russia yesterday reacted 
angrily to a report that it 

suspects US astronauts of delib-
erately drilling a hole on the In-
ternational Space Station, one of 
the few remaining areas of coop-
eration between the countries.

The hole was detected on the 
ISS last month and quickly sealed 
up, but Russia has suggested that 
it was drilled deliberately.

Russian daily Kommersant 
reported Wednesday that a Rus-
sian space agency investigation 
is probing the possibility US 
astronauts deliberately drilled 
the hole in order to get a sick 
colleague sent back home.

Kommersant reported that 

this scenario was being looked 
into “as a priority,” quoting a 
source participating in the in-
vestigation.

But deputy prime minister 

Yury Borisov rejected Kom-
mersant’s report, saying that 
“it is absolutely unacceptable 
to cast a shadow either on our 
cosmonauts or on American 

astronauts,” RIA Novosti state 
news agency reported.

The deputy prime minister 
said it was “shortsighted and 
dangerous” to speculate until 
the findings of the investigation 
were released.

He also stressed the ISS was 
“a unified group where there 
are no political disagreements.”

Russian space agency Roscos-
mos said it would make no offi-
cial comment until the findings 
are released, which is expected 
to happen this month.

Astronauts located the hole 
on August 30 in a Russian-made 
spacecraft docked to the ISS 
after an air leak was detected 
onboard, and closed it up with 
sealant. Space agency chief Dmi-

try Rogozin told journalists last 
week that the hole could have 
been a deliberate act of sabotage 
and suggested this could have 
happened in space as well as 
back on Earth.

On Wednesday Rogozin wrote 
on Facebook that “spreading 
speculation and rumours about 
the incident on the ISS doesn’t 
help the experts at Roscosmos 
and is aimed at undermining 
relations between comrades in 
the space station crew.”

He told journalists Tuesday 
that initial findings showed “the 
situation is much more compli-
cated than it seemed before.”

The ISS crews are ferried to 
and from the space station in 
Russian Soyuz spacecraft. 

The ISS found a hole in the Russian part of the station

Pakistan’s former PM released on parole 
Islamabad, Pakistan

Pakistan’s jailed former 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sha-

rif and his daughter have been 
temporarily released on parole 
for the funeral of his wife, gov-
ernment and party sources said 
yesterday. 

Kulsoom Nawaz died of can-
cer in London on Tuesday, two 
months after her husband and 
daughter returned to Pakistan 
and were immediately jailed for 
corruption.

Handout pictures released by 

PML-N on Wednesday showed 
Sharif and his daughter Mar-
yam aboard a plane after their 

release late Tuesday and arriv-
ing in the city of Lahore, where 
the former first lady’s funeral 
will be held.

The pair “have initially 
been released for 12 hours to 
attend the funeral but the re-
lease can be extended by the 
home department”, an offi-
cial at Rawalpindi central jail  
told AFP.

Local media reported the fu-
neral would be held on Friday, 
with their parole likely to last 
until after the service conclud-
ed.

Nawaz Sharif arrives in Lahore

Don’t ‘play games’ with 
Florence, warns Trump
Washington, United States 

US President Donald Trump 
promised yesterday that 

the federal government was 
“ready” and “able” to handle 
Hurricane Florence, warning 
residents to get out of the way 
as the monster storm bears 
down on the East Coast.

“They say it’s about as big 
as they have seen coming to 
this country, and certainly to 
the East Coast as they’ve ever 

seen,” Trump said.
“We’ll handle it. We’re ready, 

we’re able, we’ve got the finest 
people I think anywhere in the 
world,” he added in a video 
message posted on his Twitter 
account. Florence is currently 
a Category 4 hurricane on the 
five-point Saffir-Simpson scale 
and was forecast to slam into 
the Carolinas later this week.

More than a million people 
are under mandatory evacua-
tion orders. 
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Sri Lanka to ban 
animal sacrifices

Colombo, Sri Lanka

Animal sacrifices at Hin-
du temples could be 

banned in Sri Lanka under 
new plans announced yes-
terday, after growing pro-
tests over the rituals from 
the country’s Buddhist ma-
jority as well as moderate 
Hindus.

The cabinet approved a 
proposal put forward by 
the Hindu Religious Affairs 
minister to outlaw the an-
cient practice that is still 
observed at several temples 
across the country.

“The legal draughtsman 
was asked to prepare a bill 
to ban animal and bird sac-
rifices at Hindu temples,” 
the government said in a 
statement.

Philippines braces 
for Typhoon 
Mangkhut
Manila, Philippines

Millions of people are at 
risk from a strong ty-

phoon set to smash into the 
northern Philippines this 
weekend which could bring 
floods, landslides and huge 
waves to the disaster-prone 
nation, rescue workers said 
Wednesday.

Emergency workers have 
been deployed in the north-
ern tip of the main Philip-
pine island of Luzon, where 
Typhoon Mangkhut is ex-
pected to make landfall on 
Saturday.

It is currently barrelling 
across the Pacific with 
gusts of 255 kilometres (160 
miles) per hour.

Egypt freezes assets 
of Brotherhood 
charities
Cairo, Egypt 

An Egyptian judicial 
committee on Tuesday 

announced an asset freeze 
of more than 1,000 charities 
tied to the banned Muslim 
Brotherhood, as well as 
those of hospitals and in-
dividuals.

The funds of 1,133 char-
ities were to be frozen, 
the committee said in a 
statement, as well as nu-
merous other entities it 
said were owned by the  
Brotherhood.

The decision came after a 
law was passed earlier this 
year to oversee the freezing 
of assets of “terrorists” and 
“terrorist groups”. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
was outlawed and designat-
ed a terrorist organisation 
in Egypt in December 2013, 
months after the military 
ousted Islamist president 
Mohamed Morsi following 
mass protests against his 
rule. 

The judicial committee 
additionally announced the 
assets of 1,589 Brotherhood 
members would be frozen, 
including some of the move-
ment’s leaders.

Some 118 companies, 104 
schools, 69 hospitals and 33 
websites and satellite chan-
nels were also hit with an 
asset freeze.

EU okays 1-hour law to 
wipe terrorist content 

European Union wants social networks to remove propaganda within an hour of receiving the order 

• Failing to adhere 
will attract hefty fines 

• Legislation 
proposed by European 
Commission President 
Jean-Claude Juncker

AFP | Strasbourg, France 

The European Union yes-
terday proposed steps 
to force social networks 

and websites to remove terror-
ist propaganda within an hour 
of receiving the order from 
authorities, or companies like 
Facebook and Twitter could face 
massive fines.

The legislation proposed by 
European Commission Pres-
ident Jean-Claude Juncker 
marks a toughening approach 
after Brussels had relied on in-
ternet firms to voluntarily re-
move such content.

The internet has become a 
major tool for extremists carry-
ing out attacks that have killed 
hundreds of people in European 
cities in recent years.

“Europeans rightly expect 
their Union to keep them safe,” 
Juncker told the European Par-
liament in his annual state of the 

union speech. 
“This is why the Commission 

is today proposing new rules to 
get terrorist content off the web 
within one hour –- the critical 
window in which the greatest 
damage is done.”

The EU’s executive arm said 

that in January alone, nearly 
7,000 new pieces of propaganda 
disseminated online from the 
Islamic State group, even as it 
has been driven out of most of 
its strongholds in Iraq and Syria.

The commission propos-
al calls for a “legally binding 

one-hour deadline” for firms to 
remove terrorist content once 
national authorities order them 
to do so.

Voluntary efforts ‘not enough’
It defines the content as that 
which incites or advocates com-

mitting terror offences, pro-
motes a terror group’s activities 
or offers instructions for attacks.

But it also provides for means 
of judicial redress in the event a 
content provider disagrees with 
an order.

“Member States will have to 
put in place effective, propor-
tionate and dissuasive penalties 
for not complying with orders 
to remove online terrorist con-
tent,” the commission said. 

“In the event of systematic 
failures to remove such con-
tent following removal or-
ders, a service provider could 
face financial penalties of up 
to four percent of its global 
turnover for the last business  
year.”

The EU joined forces with US-
based tech firms in 2016 to com-
bat online extremism.

Until  now, Brussels had 
pushed for the industry to reg-
ulate itself, but EU officials have 
for more than a year given mixed 
reviews to firms like Facebook, 
Twitter, Microsoft and Google’s 
YouTube.

“While we have made pro-
gress on removing terrorist con-
tent online through voluntary 
efforts, it has not been enough,” 
EU Security Commissioner Ju-
lian King said in a statement.

Member of the European Parliament Nigel Farage presents a gift to European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker 
prior his State of the Union speech at the European Parliament 

Man spared 50 year jail term after discovery of dog
Los Angeles, United States 

The discovery of a Labrador 
led to the unraveling of a 

case against a US man jailed 
for 50 years for molesting his 
daughter, who claimed he had 
killed the animal to frighten her 
into silence.

Joshua Horner, 42, a plumber 
from the western state of Or-
egon, was convicted in April 
last year of sexually assault-
ing a minor by a jury that had 
failed to reach a unanimous  
verdict.

Horner’s daughter had tes-
tified during the trial that her 
father threatened to harm her 
animals if she told the police, 
and that he had shot her dog 
Lucy in front of her to drive 

home his point.
The animal was found alive 

and living with new owners, 
however, by the Oregon Inno-
cence Project, a non-profit legal 
organization that had agreed 
to review the case on Horner’s 
behalf.

Horner had insisted he did not 
harm Lucy and that finding the 
dog would prove he was inno-
cent and that his daughter had 
lied under oath.

Officials from the Innocence 
Project said the Labrador was 
tracked down to the town of 
Gearhart, northwest of Portland, 
and was identified because of 
distinctive features.

In its motion filed on Mon-
day to dismiss the case, the dis-
trict attorney’s office noted that 

Horner’s daughter had refused 
to talk to investigators about her 
trial testimony after the dog was 
found alive.

“While I cannot say with cer-
tainty that Mr Horner did not 
sexually abuse the named vic-
tim, I can say I am not convinced 
by a preponderance of the evi-
dence that is now available that 
he did, and I am certainly not 
convinced beyond a reasonable 
doubt,” district attorney John 
Hummel said in a statement on 
Monday.

Horner was freed from prison 
in August and was awaiting a 
new trial after an appeals court 
had overturned his conviction 
on grounds his defense had not 
been allowed to introduce evi-
dence unrelated to the dog.

Joshua Horner and his wife Kelli walk from the Deschutes County Jail in Bend, 
Orego

Putin says poisoning 
suspects are ‘civilians’
AFP | Vladivostok, Russia 

Russia’s Vladimir Putin said 
yesterday that two men 

Britain suspects of poisoning 
former spy Sergei Skripal with 
military-grade nerve agent had 
been identified as “civilians” 
and were not criminals.

Putin urged the men to ad-
dress the media and said there 
was “nothing criminal” about 
them, as he spoke at an eco-
nomic forum in the far eastern 
city of Vladivostok. “We know 

who they are, we have found 
them,” Putin said during an 
event with Japan’s Shinzo Abe 
and China’s Xi Jinping. 

“They are civilians, of course,” 
he said, apparently responding 
to a claim by the British author-
ities that the two suspects are 
members of Russia’s military 
intelligence agency. 

“I hope they will turn up 
themselves and tell about them-
selves,” he said in comments 
that hinted  they will make a 
public statement shortly.

“There is nothing special 
there, nothing criminal, I as-
sure you. We’ll see in the near 
future.” 

British authorities have is-
sued European arrest war-
rants for Alexander Petrov and 
Ruslan Boshirov, two suspected 
members of Russia’s military 
intelligence agency, the GRU.

They are accused of trying 
to kill Skripal and his daugh-
ter Yulia with the Novichok 
nerve agent in the English city 
of Salisbury on March 4. 

Serial killer who 
slaughtered 33 arrested
New Delhi

Police have arrested a 
48-year-old man who they 

say has confessed to killing 33 
truck drivers and their helpers 
over the past decade, then sell-
ing the vehicles and the goods 
they were carrying.

The man was arrested two 
weeks ago near Bhopal, police 
officer Rahul Kumar Lodha 
said Wednesday.

Police stumbled across the 
man’s name as they investigat-
ed a string of recent murders 
of truck drivers in Madhya 
Pradesh. While the man was 

apparently not connected to 
those killings, some of the sev-
en men arrested told police 
they had helped him in similar 
robberies.

The man told police he 
would befriend drivers in 
roadside eateries and slip 
drugs into their food so they 
would fall  asleep, Lodha 
said. He would then drive 
their trucks to isolated areas, 
strangle them and their help-
ers, and dump the bodies in  
forests.

He and his accomplices 
would then sell the trucks and 
their goods, Lodha said.
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The army offered 
to enlist me, but I 

said ‘no’. I have my 
family, I’m a hunter. 

That’s inside me, why 
should it change? The 
only animal I fear is 
the gorilla, because 
he reacts like man. 
He’s unpredictable

JEAN

A VILLAGER

AFP | Doumassi, Gabon

Just back from the hunt 
with a choice selection 
of plants, Ebona feels 
at home in the end-
less forest where many 

Gabonese fear to tread.
“Townsfolk paid me to find 

these leaves,” the Pygmy says, 
setting the heap down outside 
his wooden hut, 500 metres 
(yards) from the rest of Dou-
massi village in north Gabon.

Ebona’s people, the Baka, are 
held in folklore to be Africa’s 
oldest inhabitants, living today 
in forests stretching from Ga-
bon and Cameroon inland to the 
Congos and the Central African 
Republic.

The dense woods where 
national borders cease to ex-
ist hold no mysteries for the  
Baka.

“This is our first home,” says 
another villager, who introduces 
himself as Jean, declining, like 
the other Pygmies, to divulge 
their Baka names, used only 
within the community. 

“We sleep in it, we hunt in it, 
we live in it,” he adds.

The ethnic Baka Pygmies of-
ten have a difficult relationship 
with their Fang neighbours, the 
main ethnic group in the area, 
who tend to treat them like chil-
dren, leading to complaints by 
the Baka.

They also struggle to have a 
legal existence in Gabon, as they 
find themselves without identity 
cards, which complicates their 
lives.

“I am Gabonese, 100 percent, 
but I don’t have an identity card. 
They promised us that we would 

have it, but we’re still waiting...,” 
says villager Christian, who, 
like other Baka, wants the same 
rights as other Gabonese citi-
zens.

“How will I send my children 
to school?” he asks, in frustra-
tion. “How will I vote? How do 
I get medical care?”

Dilemma
Just weeks before parliamenta-
ry elections, the first round of 
which is planned for October 6 
with a second round later next 
month, electoral officials have 
made little effort to put Baka 
adults on the voters’ roll.

But many Baka steer well clear 
of national politics. They say 

they just want to “survive”. 
Jean-Baptiste Ondzagha-Ew-

ak works for the Association for 
Family Mediation (AMF) that 
seeks to bring mutual under-
standing to the communities.

The NGO records Baka births 
to make them official so the chil-
dren can go to school and receive 
health care.

For lack of access to health 
facilities, villager Norbert saw 
five of his seven children die 
prematurely, but he joyfully an-
nounces that his wife is pregnant 
once more.

For a long time, the ways of 
“city people” had a limited im-
pact on communities of hunt-
er-gatherers.

The Baka are still reluctant to 
go where “cars make a noise”, 
except to buy goods such as “to-
bacco, soap, alcohol and petrol”, 
according to Christian. 

But the need for money 
has raised problems for  Pyg-
mies whose profound knowledge 
of the forest is their sole source 
of income.

Seen as one way to help their 
children go to school, the Baka 
hire themselves out like “inte-
grated GPS” devices, ready to 
guide outsiders hundreds of 
kilometres (miles) into the wild 
to find game.

‘They never miss’
Despite their poor relations, the 
Baka are nevertheless prepared 
to hunt for their Fang neigh-
bours, too. 

While they tend to treat 
the  Pygmies  as “subhuman” 
purely on account of their short 
stature, the Fang acknowledge 
that there is no equal to a Baka 
hunter’s skills.

“At close range, they never 
miss their shot,” said Rigobert, 
a Fang who sent two Baka off 
to hunt for him. He gave them a 
dozen shells and an ancient gun 
and they returned in the morn-
ing with three prey.

Jean was one of the huntsmen. 
“The army offered to enlist me, 
but I said ‘no’. I have my family, 
I’m a hunter. That’s inside me, 
why should it change?”

“The only animal I fear is the 
gorilla, because he reacts like 
man,” Jean added. “He’s unpre-
dictable.” 

‘Always eaten elephant’
International wildlife NGOs 

hire Baka guides, while urban 
residents pay them to fetch 
bushmeat and valued plants. 
But the Baka are also employed 
by ivory poachers to track  
elephants.

“With one cartridge, I can kill 
him (an elephant). If I hit here, 
behind the ear, I kill him,” boasts 
Jean, who said he often goes into 
the  forest with poachers from 
Cameroon.

“The gun and the shells be-
long to poachers,” Jean says, well 
aware that their activity is out-
lawed in Gabon.

At the same time, he is the offi-
cial tracker for an NGO dedicated 
to protecting the endangered 
beasts, but Jean has no love of 
the law.

“I’ve always eaten elephant, 
this is our home and that is our 
meat,” he says.

Furthermore, helping poach-
ers is lucrative. He says a single 
kill can earn him “200,000 or 
even 300,000 (CFA) francs (300 
or 450 euros, $348 or $522), de-
pending on the size of the tusks.”

None of the Baka interviewed 
by AFP approved of the “law of 
the city” banning elephant hunt-
ing, despite the risk the animals 
may die out if nothing is done to 
stem the ivory trade.

In a single decade, 80 per-
cent of the elephants have been 
slaughtered in the Minkebe Na-
tional Park in northeast Gabon, 
the country’s main forest sanc-
tuary for elephants, according 
to park officials.

Melvin, one of Doumassi’s 
most respected hunters, objects 
to what he terms “a bad law”, but 
adds “we’re obliged to respect it, 
we don’t want to go to prison”.

Masters of the forest
Pygmies tackle tough lifestyle changes

Ebona’s people, 
the Baka, are 

held in folklore to 
be Africa’s oldest 

inhabitants, 
living today in 

forests stretching 
from Gabon and 

Cameroon inland 
to the Congos 

and the Central 
African Republic

Pygmies women take care of their children in the northern Gabonese village of Bitouga.

Ebona and a fellow a villager of the Baka Pygmy ethnic group, pose in front of their house in Doumassi, northern Gabon
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C R O S S W O R D

S U D O K U

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in 
such a way that each row across, each 
column down and each 9-box square 
contains all of the numbers from one 
to nine.

Y O U R  S T A R  T O D A Y

B E E T L E  B A I L E Y

Aries
A household member might toy with the idea of mov-
ing out or going away for a while. This could stress 
you out, but don’t make yourself crazy. Don’t try to 
talk him or her out of it. Listen sympathetically and 
let your relative get it out of their system. This person 
is probably feeling temporarily restricted by forces 
outside the home and isn’t really likely to go anywhere.

Taurus
Stress could have you feeling uncommunicative today. 
You probably aren’t going to want to talk to anyone, 
even your dearest friend. This might prove difficult, 
as people around you are going to ask for advice and 
help. Keep your cool. This feeling will pass and you 
won’t want anyone to think you’re upset. 

 

Gemini
Finances should be going well, but your financial af-
fairs aren’t something you want to talk about to anyone 
now. Perhaps you want to make a decision that’s yours 
and not influenced by others. Nonetheless, a close 
friend or lover is going to find out. Maybe they’ll guess 
or maybe you’ll let it slip. Don’t panic. 

Cancer
You’re likely to be in a solitary mood today, and prob-
ably want to spend the evening reading or working on 
a project of your own. However, it isn’t likely to work 
out that way. Visitors could drop by or some equip-
ment could go on the blink and require repairs. Some 
unexpected calls could come your way. 

Leo
Today you might have a strange feeling that something 
is wrong, perhaps in the neighbourhood or with a 
friend or relative. This is probably going to bother you 
all day, so it might be a good idea to call this person 
or otherwise look into the matter. There’s probably 
nothing really wrong.

Virgo
An organization with which you’re affiliated may be 
having financial problems, and this fact could come 
out today. It might be a shock to you and everyone else 
involved, but it’s good that it’s coming out now. This 
revelation might have a profound effect on your goals, 
and may necessitate some re-evaluation. 

Libra
Some unexpected changes that have been kept under 
wraps at the workplace could come out soon. They 
may involve reorganization or a change of ownership. 
This is going profoundly affect your attitude toward 
your job. It could cause you to consider making a 
change of your own. 

Scorpio
Some disconcerting revelations about your past or the 
past of someone close to you could come out today. 
This might be a bit of a shock, but it’s a positive devel-
opment nonetheless. It will shed some light on how to 
deal with current issues in your life or a relationship. 

Sagittarius
Something you might have wanted to keep between 
you and a few trusted friends could inadvertently be 
revealed, perhaps to the wrong people. Frustration 
and a sense of betrayal could plague you, but don’t 
turn against those who knew. Even though this can 
be disconcerting, you can learn from it. 

Capricorn
Demands placed on you by work colleagues could have 
you stressed. You might feel that your co-workers are 
taking unfair advantage of you. This could start you 
thinking of perhaps going into business for yourself or 
with a partner. This could well be a great idea, but to-
day isn’t the day to make a decision this monumental. 

Aquarius
Stress and job frustration might have you thinking 
about breaking free, walking out the door, and getting 
on the first plane somewhere else. Another thought is 
likely to concern going back to school and training for 
a career in another field. You might need a vacation.

Pisces
A close friend or loved one might drop out of sight 
today. You may panic when he or she doesn’t return 
your phone calls. Don’t jump to conclusions. They’re 
preoccupied with matters that for the moment appear 
important and will contact you in time. When you do 
finally connect, you could hear some interesting news. 

W O R D  O F  T H E  D A Y

Enigmatic
Definition:
1: of, relating to, or resembling an enigma 
: mysterious

Did You Know

An enigma is a puzzle, a riddle, a mystery. 
The adjective enigmatic describes what is 
hard to solve or figure out. An enigmatic 
person is someone who is a bit mysterious 
to others. Behind an enigmatic smile are 
thoughts impossible to guess. The word 
enigma originally referred not to people 

or smiles but to words, and specifically to 
words that formed a riddle or a complicated 
metaphor that tested one’s alertness and 
cleverness. This meaning is clearly con-
nected to the word’s origin. Enigma comes 
from the Greek word ainissesthai, meaning 
“to speak in riddles.”

Across

1- Coalition; 5- Borders on; 10- Window ledge; 14- Ho Chi ___ 
City; 15- Synagogue scroll; 16- Draft status; 17- Olive genus; 18- 
Author Hite; 19- Foul mood; 20- Diameter of the bore of a gun; 
22- Indian baby; 24- Heston’s org.; 25- To and ___; 26- Cowboy’s 
tool; 29- Catchall abbr.; 32- Door sign; 36- Tract; 37- Com-
fortable; 39- Bauxite, e.g.; 40- In spite of; 43- Music producer 
Brian; 44- Like some brides and threats; 45- Et ____ (and other 
men); 46- Biblical mount; 48- Jalopy; 49- Ascends; 50- Kan. 
neighbor; 52- Thrice, in prescriptions; 53- Defame; 57- Slightly 

gray; 61- Game played on horseback; 62- Place for “stompin’”; 
64- Spouse; 65- Catch a view of; 66- Cafeteria items; 67- Old; 
68- So-so grades; 69- Went after; 70- Meddlesome; 

 Down
1- Univ. hotshot; 2- Reader’s Digest co-founder Wallace; 3- Like 
Nash’s lama; 4- Portable power saw; 5- Lost; 6- 1922 Physics 
Nobelist; 7- Suffix with fail; 8- Waterproof cover; 9- Bundle; 10- 
Already?; 11- ___ uncertain terms; 12- Hula hoops?; 13- After the 
bell; 21- Sis’s sib; 23- Primp; 26- Ways to the pins; 27- Rice-___; 
28- Attack; 29- Moral principle; 30- Inventor Nikola; 31- Provide 
food for; 33- Works hard; 34- Bert’s roomie; 35- Philbin of TV; 37- 
Consumed, usually food; 38- Melancholic; 41- Like some college 
walls; 42- Keeper of the Holsteins; 47- Bugs; 49- “Michael Collins” 
actor; 51- Outdoes; 52- Romantic rendezvous; 53- Blueprint detail, 
for short; 54- Fail to win; 55- Mont Blanc, par exemple; 56- Steak 
order; 57- Spanish painter; 58- Shakespearean villain; 59- Fr. holy 
women; 60- Delilah portrayer; 63- Large container;
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THE PREDATOR (15+) 
(ACTION/HORROR/THRILLER/SCI-FICTION)NEW 

 BOYD HOLBROOK, TREVANTE RHODES, JACOB TREMBLAY

CINECO (20) DAILY AT (IMAX 3D): 11.00 AM + 1.30 + 4.00 + 6.30 
+ 9.00 + 11.30 PM
DAILY AT: (1.00 AM THURS/FRI)
DAILY AT (ATMOS): 11.30 AM + 2.00 + 4.30 + 7.00 + 9.30 PM + 
12.00 MN
DAILY AT (VIP I): 10.30 AM + 1.00 + 3.30 + 6.00 + 8.30 + 11.00 PM
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: (1.00 AM. THURS./FRI.)
SEEF (I) DAILY AT: 11.15 AM + 1.45 + 4.15 + 6.45 + 9.15 + 11.45 PM
SAAR DAILY AT: 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 + (11.30 PM. 
THURS./FRI.)
WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT:11.00 AM + 1.30 + 4.00 + 6.30 + 9.00 + 
11.30 PM

A SIMPLE FAVOR () 
(THRILLER/CRIME/DRAMA) NEW

 ANNA KENDRICK, BLAKE LIVELY, HENRY GOLDING

CINECO (20) DAILY AT: 11.15 AM + 1.45 + 4.15 + 6.45 + 9.15 + 11.45 
PM 
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 2.00 + 4.30 + 7.00 + 9.30 PM + 
12.00 MN
SAAR DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 1.15 + 3.45 + 6.15 + 8.45 + (11.15 PM. 
THURS./FRI.)
WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 1.30 + 4.00 + 6.30 + 9.00 + 
11.30 PM

MANMARZIYAAN 
(15+) (HINDI/ROMANTIC/DRAMA) NEW

 ABHISHEK BACHCHAN, TAPSEE PANNU, VICKY KAUSHAL

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 2.30 + 5.30 + 8.30 + 11.30 PM
SEEF (I) DAILY AT: 12.00 + 3.00 + 6.00 + 9.00 PM+ 12.00 MN
SAAR DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 2.00 + 5.00 + 8.00 + (11.00 PM. 
THURS./FRI.)
WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT: 3.15 + 8.45 PM

FINAL SCORE 
(15+) (ACTION/THRILLER/CRIME)NEW 

 DAVE BAUTISTA, PIERCE BROSNAN, RAY STEVENSON

CINECO (20) DAILY AT: 12.00 + 2.15 + 4.30 + 6.45 + 9.00 + 11.15 
PM 
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 12.30 + 2.45 + 5.00 + 7.15 + 9.30 + 11.45 PM
WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT: 2.30 + 7.00 + 11.30 PM

JULIET, NAKED 
(15+) (COMEDY/DRAMA/ROMANTIC)  NEW 
*- ROSE BYRNE, ETHAN HAWKE, JIMMY O. YANG

CINECO (20) DAILY AT: 7.30 + 9.30 + 11.30 PM
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 10.30 AM. + 12.30 + 2.30 + 4.30 + 6.30 + 8.30 
+ 10.30 PM

PETTER PAN: THE QUEST FOR NEVER BOOK 
(PG) (ANIMATION/ ADVENTURE)

 SARAH NATOCHENNY

CINECO (20) DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.00 + 2.00 + 4.00 PM

THE NUN 
(18+) (HORROR/THRILLER) NEW 

  TAISSA FARMIGA, DEMIAN BICHIR, BONNIE AARONS

CINECO (20) DAILY AT: 10.30 AM. + 12.45 + 3.00 + 5.15 + 7.30 + 
9.45 + 12.00 MN. + (12.30 MN THURS./FRI.)

SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 + 11.30 PM + 
(12.30 MN THURS./FRI.)
SAAR DAILY AT: 12.00 + 2.15 + 4.30 + 6.45 + 9.00 PM. + (11.15 PM. 
THURS./FRI.)
WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT: 12.30 + 2.45 + 5.00 + 7.15 + 9.30 + 11.45 
PM

THE MEG 
(PG-15) (ACTION/THRILLER) 

 JASON STATHAM, RUBY ROSE, BINGBING LI

CINECO (20) DAILY AT: 11.00 AM. + 1.30 + 4.00 + 6.30 + 9.00 + 
11.30 PM.+ (12.30 MN THURS./FRI.)
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 2.00 + 4.30 + 7.00 + 9.30 PM + 
12.00 MN
WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT: 12.45 + 6.15 + 11.45 PM

EL BADLAH 
(PG-13) (ARABIC/COMEDY) 

 TAMER HOSNY, AKRAM HOSNI, MAJED EL MASRY, AMINA KHALIL

CINECO (20) DAILY AT: 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 + 11.30 PM
DAILY AT (VIP II): 11.00 AM + 1.15 + 3.30 + 5.45 + 8.00 + 10.15 PM + 
(12.30 MN. THURS./FRI.)
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.45 + 3.00 + 5.15 + 7.30 + 9.45 
PM + 12.00 MN
WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT: 12.15 + 4.45 + 9.15 PM

PEPPERMINT 
(PG-15) (ACTION/CRIME/THRILLER/DRAMA) NEW

  JENNIFER GARNER, RICHARD CABRAL, JOHN GALLAGHER JR.

CINECO (20) DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.30 + 2.45 + 5.00 + 7.15 + 
9.30 + 11.45 PM 
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 10.30 AM. + 2.45 + 7.00 + 11.15 PM
WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT: 2.30 + 6.45 + 11.00 PM

ALPHA 
(PG-13) (ADVENTURE/DRAMA) NEW

  KODI SMIT-MCPHEE, JOHANNES HAUKUR JOHANNESSON

CINECO (20) DAILY AT: 12.00 + 2.00 + 4.00 + 6.00 + 8.00 + 10.00 
PM + 12.00 MN 
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 12.45 + 5.00 + 9.15 PM
WADI AL SAIL DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.30 + 4.45 + 9.00 PM

12-REPRISAL
 (PG-15) (ACTION/CRIME/THRILLER) 

  BRUCE WILLIS, FRANK GRILLO, JOHNATHON SCHAECH

CINECO (20) DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 1.00 + 3.00 + 5.00 + 7.00 + 
9.00 + 11.00 PM

THE EQUALIZER- 2 
(15+) (ACTION/CRIME/THRILLER) 

  DENZEL WASHINGTON, PEDRO PASCAL, ASHTON SANDERS

DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 1.15 + 3.45 + 6.15 + 8.45 + 11.15 PM
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 6.30 + 9.00 + 11.30 PM

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE FALLOUT 
(PG-15) (ACTION/THRILLER/CRIME) 

 TOM CRUISE, HENRY CAVILL, VING RHAMES

CINECO (20) DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 2.00 + 5.00 + 6.00 +  8.00 + 
9.00 + 11.00 PM + 12.00 MN

15-HOTELTRANSYLVANIA 3: SUMMER 
(PG) (ANIMATION/COMEDY/DRAMA) 
*- ADAM SANDLER, ANDY SAMBERG, FRAN DRESCHER

CINECO (20) DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.30 + 2.30 + 4.30 + 6.30 + 
8.30 + 10.30 PM
SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.30 + 2.30 + 4.30 PM

MILE 22 
(15+) (ACTION/THRILLER) 

 MARK WAHLBERG, LAUREN COHAN, IKO UWAIS

CINECO (20) DAILY AT: 2.00 + 6.15 + 10.30 PM

SKYSCRAPER 
(PG-13) (ACTION/THRILLERA/DRAMA)

 DWAYNE JOHNSON, NEVE CAMPBELL, PABLO SCHREIBER

CINECO (20) DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 4.00 + 8.15 PM 

CHRISTOPHER ROBIN 
(PG) (FAMILY/ADVENTURE/COMEDY) 

 EWAN MCGREFOR, HAYLEY ATWELL, BRONTE CARMICHAEL

CINECO (20) DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.45 + 3.00 + 5.15 PM

 DESTINATION WEDDING 
(18+) (DRAMA/COMEDY/ROMANTIC) NEW

  KEANU REEVES, WINONA RYDER, DJ DALLENBACH

SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 1.00 + 3.00 + 5.00 + 7.00 + 9.00 
+ 11.00 PM

THE HOWS OF US 
(PG-15) (FILIPINO/ROMANTIC/DRAMA) NEW

 KATHRYN BERNARDO, DANIEL PADILLA, DARREN ESPANTO

SEEF (II) DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 1.30 + 4.00 + 6.30 + 9.00 + 11.30 
PM

LUIS AND THE ALIENS 
(PG) (ANIMATION/ADVENTURE/COMEDY)  NEW 

 CALLUM MALONEY, DERMOT MAGENNIS, IAN COPPINGER 

SEEF (I) DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.30 + 2.30 + 4.30 PM

RANAM 
(MALAYALAM) NEW

  PRITHVIRAJ SUKUMARAN, ISHA TALWAR, CELINE JOSEPH, RAHMAN

SEEF (I) DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 2.30 + 5.30 + 8.30 + 11.30 PM 
AL HAMRA DAILY AT:  3.00 + 9.00 PM

SEEMA RAJA 
(TAMIL) NEW

  SIVAKARTHIKEYAN, SAMANNTHA, SIMRAN, SOORI

SEEF (I) DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 2.45 + 5.45 + 8.45 + 11.45 PM 
AL HAMRA DAILY AT: 6.00 PM + (12.00 MN THURS/FRI)

U TURN 
(TELGU) NEW

 SAMANTHA RUTH PRABHU, AADHI, RAHUL RAVINDRAN

SEEF (I) DAILY AT: 2.15 + 8.15 PM 
7-U TURN (TAMIL) NEW

SEEF (I) DAILY AT: 11.15 AM + 5.15 + 11.15 PM

STREE 
(15+) (HINDI/COMEDY/HORROR) 

 RAJKUMMAR RAO, SHRADDHA KAPOOR, PANKAJ TRIPATHI

SEEF (I) DAILY AT: 6.30 + 9.00 + 11.30 PM 

SHAILAJA REDDY 
(TELGU) NEW

 NAGA CHAITANYA, ANU EMMANUEL, RAMYA KRISHNAN

AL HAMRA DAILY AT: 12.00 NOON

CHANGE OF NAME

I, PRAMOD PUTHAN PURAYIL  
S/O  BALAN PUTHAN 
PURAYIL, holding Indian 
Passport No. G9451877, dated 
29.10.2008 issued at BAHRAIN, 
having permanent residence at 
(full address in India)  PUTHAN 
PURAYIL HOUSE, MACHERY, 
MOWANCHERY – P.O. ,  
KANNUR DISTRICT, KERALA 
– 670 613.  Presently residing 
at  (full address in Bahrain) 
FLAT 34, BLDG. 893, ROAD 126, 
BLOCK 701, TUBLI, KINGDOM 
OF BAHRAIN  will henceforth 
be known as (Given name) 
PRAMOD (Surname) PUTHAN 
PURAYIL. 
Objection(s) if any, may be 
forwarded to Embassy of India, 
P.O Box 26106, Al Seef, Kingdom 
of Bahrain.

“I, TARSEM SINGH s/o 
AMAR SINGH holding 
Indian Passport No. H 2691695 
dated 09.01.2009 issued 
at CHANDIGARH having 
permanent residence at (full 
address in India) VILL- 
CHANGAN, PO- CHACK 
KALAN, TEH. DISTT- 
LUDHIANA Presently residing 
at (full address in Bahrain) 
Building. 914, Road. 31, Block. 
623, Kingdom of Bahrain will 
henceforth be known as (given 
name) TARSEM (Surname) 
SINGH.
 Objection (s), if any, may 
be forwarded to Embassy of 
India, P.O. Box 26106, Adiliya, 
“Kingdom of Bahrain.”

“I, SUKHJINDER SINGH 
s/o MALKIT SINGH 
holding Indian Passport No. 
H 3565427 dated 29.01.2009 
issued at JALANDHAR 
having permanent residence 
at (full address in India) 
VPO KOHALA,  DISTT-  
JALANDHAR, PUNJAB. 
Presently residing at (full 
address in Bahrain) Building. 
914, Road. 31, Block. 623, 
Kingdom of Bahrain will 
henceforth be known as 
(given name) SUKHJINDER 
(Surname) SINGH.
 Objection (s), if any, may 
be forwarded to Embassy of 
India, P.O. Box 26106, Adiliya, 
“Kingdom of Bahrain.”

“I, SUKHWINDER SINGH 
s/o SATPAL SINGH holding 
Indian Passport No. H 2968320 
dated 21.01.2009 issued 
at JALANDHAR having 
permanent residence at (full 
address in India) VILL- 
SHERPUR SODHA, PO- TEH- 
SULTANPUR LODHI, DISTT- 
KAPURTALA. Presently 
residing at (full address in 
Bahrain) Building. 914, Road. 31, 
Block. 623, Kingdom of Bahrain 
will henceforth be known as 
(given name) SUKHWINDER 
(Surname) SINGH.
 Objection (s), if any, may 
be forwarded to Embassy of 
India, P.O. Box 26106, Adiliya, 
“Kingdom of Bahrain.”

“I, PRAMOD KUMAR s/o 
FAUJDAR RAM holding Indian 
Passport No. H 1212469 dated 
14.10.2008 issued at LUCKNOW 
having permanent residence 
at (full address in India) 
VILL- BAGHARADOYAM, 
PO-UCHAHUA, PS- TARWA, 
DISTT-AZAMGARH, UTTAR 
PRADESH. Presently residing 
at (full address in Bahrain) 
Building. 914, Road. 31, Block. 
623, Kingdom of Bahrain will 
henceforth be known as (given 
name) PRAMOD (Surname) 
KUMAR.
 Objection (s), if any, may 
be forwarded to Embassy of 
India, P.O. Box 26106, Adiliya, 
“Kingdom of Bahrain.”

First-known 
David Bowie 

recording sells 
at auction

London

The first-known record-
ing by David Bow-
ie, when he was the 

16-year-old singer of a band 
called The Konrads, sold at 
auction in Britain on Tuesday 
for nearly £40,000 ($52,000, 
45,000 euros).

Music specialists Omega 
Auctions, in northwestern 
England, said “a bidding fren-
zy” around its memorabilia 
sale led to the demo tape fetch-
ing around four times the ex-
pected price of £10,000 when 
it went under the hammer. 

It sold for £39,360, Omega 
said in a statement posted on-
line.

The tape was discovered 
earlier this year in a loft, Ome-
ga had previously revealed. 

T h e  s o n g  - -  “ I  Neve r 

Dreamed” -- was recorded in a 
studio in 1963 when The Kon-
rads asked Bowie, then known 
by his given name David Jones, 
to sing lead vocals.

Promotional sketches by the 
then largely unknown Bowie, 
along with photographs and 
band documents, also sold for 
£17,130, while an early The 
Konrads poster from 1963 
went for £6,600, Omega said.

Bowie left The Konrads 
shortly afterwards and did not 
achieve stardom until six years 
later when, already a solo art-
ist, he released “Space Oddity” 
about the fictional astronaut 
Major Tom.

Bowie earned a reputation 
as one of the most innovative 
voices in rock over a half-cen-
tury career in which he exper-
imented with soul, disco, jazz 
and ambient music.

David Bowie

Old friend to decorate Gyllenhaal’s office
IANS  |  New York 

When actor Jake Gyllen-
haal wanted to open shop 

in New York with his produc-
tion company, Nine Stories, 
he tapped a childhood friend 
to design an unconventional  
office.

Interior designer Ariel Ashe, 
who along with partner Reinal-
do Leandro has designed spaces 

for Liev Schreiber, Naomi Watts 
and Seth Meyers, has a long his-
tory with the actor-producer as 
the two met as teenagers while 
vacationing on Martha’s Vine-
yard, reports people.com.

“He’s actually very funny. He 
did the best impression of a ve-
lociraptor when we were kids,” 
she tells Architectural Digest in 
the October issue.

“Jake’s office feels very se-

rious, but there are a few hu-
morous moments and lots of 
personal memorabilia to inspire 
him,” she added.

The actor founded the film, 
TV and theater production 
company with business part-
ner Riva Marker. It is housed 
in a SoHo apartment building, 
and feels more like a home 
than a high-powered showbiz  
office.Jake Gyllenhaal

Halle Berry to make directorial 
debut with ‘Bruised’
IANS  |  Los Angeles

Actress Halle Berry is all 
set to step into director’s 

shoes with the mixed martial 
arts film titled “Bruised”.

The Oscar winning actress 
will also produce the film and 
will star in it, reports variety.
com.

In the film, Berry will por-
tray a disgraced MMA fight-
er who has to face one of the 

rising stars of the MMA world 
and deal with the return of her 
6-year-old son to the mother 
he deserves.

Penned by Michelle Rosen-
farb, “Bruised” is being devel-
oped with the EIS company.

Apart from “Bruised”, the 
52-year-old actress will be 
next seen in “John Wick 3” 
and is attached to play the key 
defense role in remake of the 
1985 thriller “Jagged Edge”.

Andrew Garfield 
dating Susie 
Abromeit
PTI | Los Angeles

‘Hacksaw Ridge’ star 
Andrew Garfield is 

reportedly in a relationship 
with actor Susie Abromeit. 
The couple was snapped 
sharing a kiss on a beach in 
California last week.

The onlookers also saw 
Garfield and “Jessica Jones” 
actor enjoying a romantic 
meal at Malibu’s Inn of the 
Seventh Ray last Friday.

A source, who saw the 
couple at dinner, said, “She 
had a certain level of glam-
our.”
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Anderson wants to 
break more records
AFP | London

James Anderson says he 
has no plans to hang up 
his boots yet after overtak-

ing Glenn McGrath to become 
the most prolific fast bowler in 
Test history as the Australian 
challenged the Englishman to 
reach 600 wickets.

A n d e r s o n  w e n t  p a s t 
McGrath’s tally of 563 wickets 
when he knocked out Moham-
med Shami’s middle stump as 
England bowled out India for 
345 to seal a 4-1 series victory 
at the Oval on Tuesday.

The Lancashire swing bowler, 
with 564 scalps, now trails just 
the spin trio of Sri Lanka’s Mut-
tiah Muralitharan (800 wick-
ets), Australia’s Shane Warne 
(708) and India’s Anil Kumble 
(619) in the all-time list.

The 36-year-old downplayed 
his personal achievement, say-
ing he was more focused on 
helping England win the final 
match of the series.

“When I sit down at the end of 
my career, when I finish, it will 
mean a hell of a lot to me to be 
able to see what I’ve achieved,” 
he said.  “But right now it’s hard 
when you put all your energy 
into the present and trying 
to perform well for England. 
That’s all I really focus on.”

Anderson is three years older 
than his great friend Alastair 
Cook, who retired from Test 
cricket after the match at the 

Oval but has no immediate plans 
to quit.

When asked how long he 
would go on, Anderson, who 
no longer plays one-day cricket 
for England, said: “I don’t real-
ly think about it. I think I play 
my best when I focus on what’s 
ahead of me, the next game, the 
next series, whatever it is.”

“I read something that Glenn 
McGrath said,” he added. “He 
went into the 2006 Ashes with 
no intention of retiring and then 
by the end of it he thought his 
time was up. That could happen 

to me. Who knows? I don’t like 
looking too far ahead.”

McGrath praise 
McGrath posted a message of 
congratulations on Instagram 
praising Anderson’s “dedica-
tion, commitment, hard work, 
skill and mental toughness”.

And he has challenged the 
England bowler, who made his 
debut in 2003 and has played 
143 Tests, to go on and reach the 
600 mark.

“If he can raise the bar to 600 
wickets, that’s an incredible ef-

fort,” McGrath told BBC radio.
“Being a fast bowler is the 

toughest part of the game and 
injuries do play a part,” he 
added. “To think that Jimmy’s 
played for so long and continued 
at the top of his game shows 
his work ethic, his physical and 
mental strength and everything 
else that goes into it.”

McGrath, who spearheaded 
one of the finest teams in Test 
history, said Anderson’s record 
would stand for a long time.

“The game is quicker, it ’s 
faster. And will bowlers play 
enough Test cricket in the fu-
ture to get anywhere near the 
mark?”

An emotional Anderson said 
he would miss Cook’s influence 
in the dressing room.

“For me he’s been a very good 
friend but he’s been someone I 
look up to,” he said. “His work 
ethic and the way he conducts 
himself, he’s a real idol not to 
just me but to the rest of the 
team. 

James Anderson

Kohli confident India can 
compete with Australia
London

Virat Kohli is optimistic 
that India can compete 

in challenging conditions in 
Australia despite a crushing 
4-1 defeat to England that com-
pounded a disappointing away 
record in Tests.

England wrapped up vic-
tory at the Oval on Tuesday, 
winning the final match of the 
series against the number one 
side in the world by 118 runs 
late on the fifth day.

But despite the comprehen-
sive nature of the series defeat, 
Kohli took positives from the 
tour as he looked forward to 
Australia, where India have 
never won a Test series.

“What matters to me is the 
kind of attitude you play crick-
et with,” the Indian captain 
said. “We said at the end of 
the fourth game that we won’t 
throw in the towel and we 
didn’t.

“This kind of series shows 
you exactly the kind of char-
acter of individuals and I see 
that as an opportunity and not 
adversity because if you keep 

winning all the time a lot of 
faults are swept under the car-
pet, you don’t realise the faults 
you need to work on.”

Kohli, who was top-scorer in 
the series with 593 runs, said 
India had created pressure at 
various times in England but 
had not capitalised on key mo-
ments.

“We were not able to hold 
that pressure for long enough 
with the bat and the ball as 
well, so at crucial stages we 
could not keep that pressure 
on for long, and that is why 
they took advantage of those 
situations better than us,” he 
said.

We said at the end 
of the fourth game 

that we won’t throw 
in the towel and we 

didn’t
VIRAT KOHLI

564
England’s James 

Anderson became 
the greatest ever fast 

bowler after removing 
India’s Mohammed 
Shami to claim his 
564th Test wicket

Federations to attend 
evaluation meetings
TDT | Manama

The Bahrain Olympic Com-
mittee (BOC) sent invita-

tions to all participating fed-
erations to the Asian Games, 
held in Indonesia, to attend a 
series of meetings to evaluate 
the results of its teams. 

During these meetings, 
technical information and data 
will be presented and looked 
into to evaluate the teams’ re-
sults. Each federation will be 
discussing their results with 
representatives of the BOC.

The sports affairs directo-
rate sent a circular to all the 
participating federations – 
bowling, cycling, the maritime 
sports and the self-defence 
federation, to attend the first 
technical meeting on Sunday 
September 16.

The mixed martial arts fed-
eration, the shooting, the tri-
athlon, the royal equestrian 
federation will meet on Mon-
day, while the athletics, foot-
ball and handball federations 
are to attend the technical 
meeting on Tuesday.

Brave CF signs television talent from Belfast
TDT | Manama

Brave Combat Federation 
signed Phil Campbell to the 

commentary team for the up-
coming Brave 16 hosted in Abu 
Dhabi, UAE on 21st September. 

Prior to Brave Combat Feder-
ation, Phil Campbell had taken 
up commentary for multiple 
events in the United Kingdom 
and Ireland. 

Apart from his experience as 
a commentator, Campbell is also 
a competing fighter who has an 
undefeated career record with 
four straight wins in his career. 
Campbell had recently been a 

part of the commentary team 
who covered the Clan Wars 32 
which was covered by BBC.

“I’ve been a fighter, corner-

man and coach at IFS martial 
arts centre Belfast and now I’m 
embracing the newest chapter 
in my martial arts journey by 
taking up commentary. When I 
was in rehab after an injury and 
couldn’t compete, I got the op-
portunity to commentate along-
side Noel O’Keefe. We clicked 
instantly and soon realised we 
had the exact same love, enthu-
siasm and passion for MMA. We 
bring that passion and enthusi-
asm to every fight making it a 
celebration from bell to bell. I’m 
so happy to be a part of Brave 
and can’t wait to get started”, 
said Phil Campbell.Phil Campbell

S Korea to propose joint Olympics with North
AFP | Seoul

South Korea plans to propose a 
joint hosting of the 2032 Sum-

mer Olympics with North Korea at 
next week’s summit in Pyongyang, 
sports minister Do Jong-hwan said 
Wednesday, according to a Yonhap  
report.

Do will make the proposal when 
he accompanies President Moon Jae-
in to the North Korean capital for a 
third summit with Kim Jong Un from 
Tuesday, South Korea’s Yonhap news 
agency said.

“I plan to make this proposal to the 

North for the settlement of peace” on 
the Korean peninsula, he was quoted 
as telling journalists in Tokyo.

“Seoul and Pyongyang would co-
host the games”, he said.

The two Koreas discussed the 
co-hosting of the 1988 Seoul Summer 
Olympics but negotiations fell apart 
over differences on how to share the 
events.

North and South Korea formed their 
first-ever unified Olympic team -- a 
joint women’s ice hockey squad -- for 
February’s winter games in the South 
Korean resort of Pyeongchang, lead-
ing to a diplomatic thaw.

Olympics chief Thomas Bach said 
this month he was open to talks with 
the two Koreas about marching and 
competing together at the 2020 Tokyo 
Games.

Bach was speaking at the Asian 
Games in Indonesia, where the 
two Koreas paraded together at the 
opening ceremony and formed uni-
fied teams for the second time this  
year.

The two Koreas formed joint teams 
in rowing, canoeing and women’s 
basketball at the regional Olympics, 
winning one gold, one silver and two 
bronze medals.

When I was in rehab 
after an injury and 
couldn’t compete, I 
got the opportunity 

to commentate 
alongside Noel 

O’Keefe
PHIL CAMPBELL

Virat Kohli
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Russian World Cup 
star Cheryshev 
in doping probe: 
media
AFP | Moscow

Russia winger Denis 
Cheryshev, one of the 

standout performers at the 
World Cup, is under inves-
tigation for an alleged dop-
ing violation, local media 
reported  yesterday.

“This case is currently 
being investigated by the 
Spanish Anti-Doping agen-
cy,” the Russian daily Sport 
Express quoted a World 
Anti-Doping Agency press 
spokesperson as saying.

“They will inform WADA 
about the results of their 
investigation.”

The 27-year-old came 
under suspicion after his 
father said in an interview 
that the footballer had re-
ceived growth hormone 
treatment before the World 
Cup.

The taking of a growth 
hormone without a thera-
peutic use exemption can 
result in a four-year ban.

Cheryshev’s father later 
said he was misquoted by 
the journalist.

The Villarreal midfielder, 
on-loan to Valencia this sea-
son, meanwhile denied any 
wrongdoing.

“I think we’d better leave 
this case in the hands of 
medics, who have done 
everything right,” he told 
Sport Express. 

“For my part everything 
was honest and I think there 
will be no problems.”

Embattled umpire 
‘good’ despite US 
Open controversy
Reuters | New York

Umpire Carlos Ramos 
has made his first pub-

lic statement since the US 
Open, saying he was “good” 
despite the firestorm of con-
troversy that followed his 
officiating of last weekend’s 
women’s final between Ser-
ena Williams and Naomi 
Osaka.

The 47-year-old Portu-
guese handed out three 
code violations to run-
ner-up Williams on Satur-
day, prompting a heated 
on-court argument with the 
23-times Grand Slam cham-
pion and sparking a debate 
about sexism in tennis.

“I am good, under the cir-
cumstances,” Ramos was 
quoted as saying in Portu-
gal’s Tribuna Expresso.

“It’s an unhappy situa-
tion but a la carte refereeing 
doesn’t exist.

“Don’t you worry about 
me!”

Ramos, who told the 
newspaper that he had 
avoided walking the streets 
of New York on Sunday to 
avoid any “complicated situ-
ations”, confirmed he would 
be back in the chair on Fri-
day in Zadar, Croatia.

The International Tennis 
Federation (ITF), which on 
Monday issued a statement 
describing Ramos as one of 
the most respected umpires 
in tennis, has appointed him 
to officiate the semi-final 
of the Davis Cup, the inter-
national men’s team event, 
between Croatia and the 
United States.

Lukaku leads Belgium 
to victory over Iceland
Reuters | Reykjavik 

Belgium striker Romelu 
Lukaku scored twice 
and won a penalty that 

Eden Hazard converted as they 
crushed Iceland 3-0 in their Na-
tions League A, Group 2 clash in 
Reykjavik on Tuesday.

Bustling forward Lukaku was 
bundled over by Sverrir Ingi In-
gason in the 28th minute and 
the referee immediately pointed 
to the spot, with Chelsea play-
maker Hazard calmly sending 
Hannes Halldorsson the wrong 
way with the resulting penalty.

Lukaku made it 2-0 to Bel-
gium minutes later,  firing 
a close-range shot on the re-
bound that was judged to have 
crossed the line before Birkir 
Saevardsson managed to clear. 
The Manchester United striker 
then added a third with a deft 
flick nine minutes from fulltime.

It was Belgium’s first game 
in the new competition and 
ended a run of 13 competitive 
matches unbeaten at home for 
Iceland, who were hammered 
6-0 by Switzerland away in their 
opening Nations League game 
on Saturday.

Iceland manager Erik Hamren 
has now lost his opening two 

games as manager, conceding 
nine goals in the process, leaving 
the Nordic nation’s reputation 
for a miserly defence in tatters.

Hamren made three changes 
to the side that lost to the Swiss 
with Runar Sigurjonsson, Emil 
Hallfredsson and Hordur Mag-

nusson coming in for Rurik Gis-
lason, Gudlaugur Victor Palsson 
and Bjorn Sigurdarson and his 
side looked much more stable in 
the opening exchanges.

Belgium began with nine of 
the players who started the 
World Cup third-place playoff 

win against England in Rus-
sia, with the injured Kevin 
De Bruyne replaced by Dries 
Mertens. Yet despite missing 
one of their main playmakers, 
there was no lack of creativity 
in the side.

Gylfi Sigurdsson had an early 

shot deflected as Iceland pressed 
forward, but once Belgium had 
taken a decisive 2-0 lead, the 
hosts struggled to create any-
thing resembling a decent shot 
on goal.

In contrast the Belgians 
poured forward, with Thomas 
Meunier hitting the foot of the 
post midway through the second 
half, and Lukaku blazing a late 
shot over the bar before steer-
ing the ball past Halldorsson to 
complete the rout.

Belgum’s Romelu Lukaku (9), right, scores against Iceland

KNOW WHAT

Belgium began with 
nine of the players 

who started the 
World Cup third-
place playoff win 

against England in 
Russia

Defiant Australian 
paper reprints ‘racist’ 
Serena cartoon
Melbourne, Australia 

An Australian newspaper 
defiantly republished a 

controversial cartoon of ten-
nis star Serena Williams on its 
front-page  yesterday, slapping 
aside “politically correct” ac-
cusations that the drawing was 
racist and sexist.

Melbourne’s Herald Sun 
cartoonist Mark Knight’s car-
icature of Williams throwing 
a tantrum at the US Open was 
originally printed on Monday, 
attracting widespread condem-
nation from across the world.

Under the front-page head-
line “WELCOME TO PC WORLD”, 
the newspaper wrote  yesterday 
that “if the self-appointed cen-
sors of Mark Knight get their 
way on his Serena Williams 
cartoon, our new politically 
correct life will be very dull 
indeed”.

The cover included carica-
tures of other Australian and 
foreign political leaders drawn 
by Knight.

The veteran cartoonist added  
yesterday he had suspended his 
Twitter account to protect his 
family and friends. 

Prior to disabling his account, 
his tweet of the cartoon had at-
tracted more than 22,000 com-
ments, most of them critical.

Knight labelled the outcry 
against his cartoon as a sign that 
the “world has just gone crazy”.

“I drew this cartoon Sunday 
night after seeing the US Open 

final, and seeing the world’s 
best tennis player have a tan-
trum and thought that was 
interesting,” he said in quotes 
published on the News Corp 
Australia paper’s website  yes-
terday.

“The cartoon about Serena 
is about her poor behaviour on 
the day, not about race.”

The caricature has also 
sparked renewed debate in Aus-
tralia about racist and sexist 
discourse in the highly multi-
cultural nation.

“I thought they went over 
the top. The depiction of Sere-
na was pretty vile,” Melbourne 
commuter Louise Rodbourn 

told AFP, echoing the mood of 
many city workers  yesterday.  

“I think it’s disgusting. I find 
it really, a little offensive,” add-
ed fellow Melbourne resident 
Nowal Kahsai.

But some said the controver-
sy had gone too far.

“She’s a fantastic tennis play-
er and we should all see past 
that,” commuter Donna Weit-
acher said. 

“This is his (Knight’s) job, 
isn’t it? This is what he does 
for a living and we’ve all ap-
preciated what he’s done over 
the years in all different car-
toons. Some of them very, very  
funny.”

Serena Williams

Lloris avoids jail over 
drink-driving

AFP | London

France’s World Cup-win-
ning captain Hugo Lloris 

avoided jail but received a 
20-month driving ban and a 
£50,000 ($65,000) fine  yester-
day for drink-driving in central 
London.

The Tottenham Hotspur 
goalkeeper had earlier called 
his behaviour “unacceptable” 
and received a lighter sen-
tence from a judge who could 
have locked up the star for six 
months.

“On 15th of July, he was the 
proudest man of the planet,” 
attorney David Sonn said in 
reference to the day Lloris 
and his France team lifted the 
World Cup trophy in Moscow.

“Forty days later, he was ar-
rested in central London,” said 
the lawer. “Today he apologis-
es to the court.”

Lloris was one of the he-

roes of France’s commanding 
march to their second football 
World Cup in 20 years.

The triumph turned the 
31-year-old into a national 
hero and confirmed his status 
as one of the most respected 
goalkeepers in the world.

But Lloris’s dream turned 
into a nightmare when his 
Porsche was pulled over for a 
routine stop in central London 
at 2:20am on August 24.

The Daily Mail tabloid said 
Lloris registered 100 micro-
grammes of alcohol per 100 
millilitres of breath in a police 
check.

The amount is roughly the 
equivalent of seven glasses of 
wine, although alcohol levels 
depend on multiple factors 
such as age, gender and me-
tabolism.

The legal driving limit in 
England in a breathalyser test 
is 35 microgrammes.

Hugo Lloris
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Monreal in contract 
talks with Arsenal
AFP | London

Nacho Monreal  has 
opened talks with Ar-

senal over a new contract 
with the Premier League 
club.

Monreal has one year left 
on his present deal and the 
Gunners are willing to ex-
tend the Spain defender’s 
stay at the Emirates Stadi-
um. 

The 32-year-old has made 
165 Premier League appear-
ances for Arsenal since join-
ing from Malaga in 2013.

“At the moment we are 
talking with the club. I’ve al-
ways said I am really happy, 
I feel very happy playing for 
Arsenal,” he told the Lon-
don Evening Standard.

“I came six years ago. I 
have a good relationship 
with them.

“We are in contact in any 
moment so don’t worry 
about that. I am happy here. 
That is the most important 
thing.”

Monreal has been a use-
ful member of an Arsenal 
defence that new boss Unai 
Emery hopes to strength-
en after their error-strewn 
displays in the final years of 
Arsene Wenger’s reign.

In the latter stages of his 
career, Monreal is keen to 
be a big part of Emery’s re-
building process.  

Liverpool’s Keita 
admits it will take 
time to be at his 
best

AFP | London

Liverpool midfielder 
Naby Keita says it will 

take time to justify the £52 
million ($63 million) fee the 
club paid for the Guinea in-
ternational.

The 23-year-old -- who is 
expected to start this week-
end’s match with Totten-
ham Hotspur despite being 
left on the bench for Liver-
pool’s previous clash with 
Leicester City -- told the 
Liverpool club magazine 
that having come from the 
Bundesliga it is only nor-
mal that it is taking him him 
time to acclimatise to the 
Premier League.

Keita was snapped up by 
Liverpool last year from RB 
Leipzig but with the con-
dition he remained with 
the German side until this 
season.

Enrique hails perfect start
AFP | Elche, Spain

Luis Enrique described it 
as the perfect start after 
Spain backed up their win 

over England with a 6-0 demoli-
tion of Croatia on Tuesday.

Spain were three up at half-
time against the World Cup run-
ners-up thanks to Marco Asen-
sio’s two long-range strikes, the 
second going in off goalkeep-
er Lovre Kalinic, and an early 
header from Saul Niguez.

Asensio then laid on three 
more goals in the second half as 
Rodrigo Moreno, Sergio Ramos 
and Isco completed a statement 
victory in Elche.

Luis Enrique took charge after 
the humiliating exit to Russia at 
the World Cup had left Spain 
doubting the possession game 
that won them three consecu-
tive major tournaments between 
2008 and 2012.

He promised evolution, not 
revolution, and while his team 
still dominated possession, they 
were faster, more direct and less 
predictable in the final third.

Beating two of the World 
Cup’s semi-finalists in four 
days leaves Spain top of League 
A’s Group Two in the Nations 
League. 

But, perhaps more important-
ly, it should also give the players 
belief in Luis Enrique’s methods.

“It would be very easy to say 
that this is my Spain, generating 

many chances and conceding 
few goals, but the truth is that 
I am changing things very fast,” 
Luis Enrique said.

“This week everything was 
perfect.”

Asensio was the star of the 
show but Saul, so impressive 
against England, shone again, 
alongside the talented 23-year-

old Dani Ceballos in midfield.
Spain were barely recognisa-

ble from the team that failed to 
break down Russia in the last 16 
but it should also be said they 
put six past Argentina, under Ju-
len Lopetegui, in March. There 
is work still to do.

“Comparisons with the World 
Cup and tonight do not make 

sense,” Luis Enrique said. “To-
day we were very effective and 
everything went wonderfully 
well. They had an early chance, 
they didn’t take it and then we 
played brilliantly and scored 
some great goals.”

Croatia’s Ivan Santini was 
guilty of missing early on but 
once Spain pulled ahead, the 

visitors crumbled.
Luka Modric and Ivan Rakitic, 

so dominant at the World Cup, 
never took control while defen-
sively, without Dejan Lovren, 
the mistakes kept coming.

“We cannot cry about it, we 
have to improve,” coach Zlatko 
Dalic said.

“What happened has hap-
pened, all their chances have 
gone in and it is better that it 
happened today than later.

“After the first goal we were 
not so focused, we tried to do 
things too fast and started to 
abandon the system.

“That is not a solution against 
Spain, who plays well at home, 
who likes to dominate the ball. 
After the second goal, the match 
was over for us.”

Spain players celebrate after Sergio Ramos score their fifth goal against Croatia

Today we were 
very effective and 
everything went 

wonderfully well. 
They had an early 

chance, they didn’t 
take it and then we 
played brilliantly 
and scored some 

great goals
LUIS ENRIQUE

Adams off the mark as USA sink 10-man Mexico
AFP | Nashville, United States

Teenager Tyler Adams scored 
his first international goal as 

a new-look United States side 
defeated 10-man Mexico 1-0 
in a friendly international on 
Tuesday.

New York Red Bulls midfield-
er Adams burst into the penalty 
area to tuck away an Antonee 
Robinson cross on 71 minutes 
to settle a hardfought encounter 
at Nissan Stadium in Nashville.

US interim coach Dave Sara-
chan praised the 19-year-old 
Adams’ performance.

“This kid’s a beast,” Sarachan 
said. “When you look at data, an-
alytics and the volume of work 
he does in 90 minutes, he’s a 
winner, this kid. 

“He keeps getting better. Not 
perfect but he’s shown that he’s 
emerging as someone that other 
players can look up to.”

Adams’ goal came after tem-
pers had flared during the sec-

ond half of the latest meeting 
between the two bitter North 
American football rivals.

Mexico’s Angel Zaldivar had 
been shown a red card in the 
66th minute for a brutal chal-
lenge on Wil Trapp that saw the 
USA midfielder lucky to escape 
serious injury.

Zaldivar’s wild tackle had 
come just moments after several 
players joined a scuffle triggered 
by a confrontation between the 
USA’s France-based defender 
Matt Miazga and Mexican prod-
igy Diego Lainez.

“We knew that at some point 
in the game it might boil over,” 
Sarachan said. “And I do think 
our guys showed great compo-
sure.”

Lainez, 18, had been Mexico’s 
best player during a dominant 
first half display which saw El 
Tri carve out the most prom-
ising openings without being 
able to convert their pressure 
into goals.

Mexico midfielder Roberto Alvarado (24) dribbles the ball past U.S. midfielders Tim Weah (11) and Weston McKennie (8) 
during an international friendly match

President George Weah makes football comeback aged 51
AFP | South Africa

Liberia president and former 
world footballer of the year 

George Weah made a surprise 
return to international football 
Tuesday at the age of 51 in a 2-1 
friendly defeat by Nigeria.

The international match in 
Monrovia was organised to ‘re-
tire’ the number 14 shirt worn 
by Weah, who was voted world, 
European and African footballer 
of the year in 1995.

Weah, who scored a landslide 
victory in presidential elections 
last December, is the only Afri-
can footballer to win the world 
and European awards.

Instead of watching the match 
against Nigeria from the grand-
stand, he captained his country 
and showed glimpses of former 
skills before being substituted 12 
minutes from time.

Weah received a standing 
ovation when leaving the pitch 
in the capital of a west African 
country where football is the 
most popular sport.  

Team-mates of Weah wore 
shirts with “Thank you King 
George” on them as a tribute to 
the legend who retired from in-
ternational football 16 years ago.

Libera are ranked 47th of 54 
African football nations and 
158th in the world. The last of 

their two Africa Cup of Nations 
tournament appearances was 16 
years ago.

Weah played in Liberia, the 
Ivory Coast and Cameroon be-
fore moving to Europe, where his 
clubs included Paris Saint-Ger-
main, Monaco, Marseille and AC 
Milan.    He also had brief spells 
with Chelsea and Manchester 
City before finishing his career 
in the United Arab Emirates 
playing for Al Jazira.

In the friendly match, Nigeria 
built a two-goal half-time lead 
thanks to Henry Onyekuru and 
Simeon Nwankwo and Sherman 
Kpah converted a late penalty 
for Liberia.Liberia’s President George Weah (left) in action

KNOW WHAT

Weah played in 
Liberia, the Ivory 
Coast and Came-

roon before moving 
to Europe, where 
his clubs included 
Paris Saint-Ger-

main, Monaco, Mar-
seille and AC Milan



Argentina share lacklustre 0-0 draw with Colombia
Reuters | East Rutherford, NJ

Argentina and Colombia drew 0-0 in 
a friendly in New Jersey on Tues-

day in a game that did little to cheer 
fans of either side hoping for a boost af-
ter disappointing World Cup showings.

Colombian goalkeeper David Ospina 
made a fine diving save to tip an Ex-
equiel Palacios shot over the bar after 
six minutes while his Argentine coun-
terpart Franco Armani was the busier 
of the two in the second half but neither 
side looked like breaking the deadlock.

Both sides used stand-in coaches for 
the game, with Jose Pekerman resign-
ing as Colombia boss last week and Ar-
gentina still to replace Jorge Sampaoli, 
who left his post after the World Cup.

Argentina, who were without Lionel 
Messi, fielded a young side and they 
were unable to make much headway 
against the more experienced Colom-
bians.

“I think we did what we set out to 

do,” interim coach Lionel Scaloni said. 
“These lads now know what it is like to 
wear the Argentina shirt. Today several 
of them showed they will be giving 
us something to shout about (in the 
future).”

Argentina’s next match is scheduled 
for Oct. 16 against Brazil in Saudi Ara-
bia, while Colombia will take on the 
United States in Tampa, also in October.

AFP | Washington

Richarlison capped his first full 
start for Brazil by scoring twice 
as the South American giants 

thrashed El Salvador 5-0 at FedEx Field 
here Tuesday.

The 21-year-old , who was signed 
by Premier League side Everton from 
Watford earlier this year for $52 mil-
lion, produced two excellent strikes on 
16 and 50 minutes to reward the faith 
shown in him by manager Tite.

El Salvador barely mustered a chance 
as Brazil, led by Paris Saint-Germain 
star Neymar who played the entire 90 
minutes, put on an excellent perfor-
mance in front of their adoring Ameri-
can based fans in the US capital.

Tite and his coaching staff are ready 
to move on from their disappointing 
showing at the World Cup this summer 
where they lost to Belgium in the last 
eight and are now focused on the 2019 
Copa America in Brazil.

This was a display which would have 
encouraged them immensely.

The Brazil coach named a strong side 
for the second match of their mini two-

match tour - the USA were defeated 2-0 
on Friday in New Jersey - with the likes 
of Neymar, Douglas Costa, Philippe 
Coutinho all starting.

Richarlison, who made his debut as 
a substitute in the first match, started 
for the first time as was Barcelona mid-
fielder Arthur.

And after just two minutes, the five 
time world champions were ahead.

It was a questionable decision by the 
referee - defender Roberto Dominguez, 
who plays in MLS for Vancouver, was 
adjudged to have brought down Rich-
arlison in the area allowing Neymar to 
step up and score his 59th goal for the 
Selecao.

On 15 minutes, Tite’s side doubled 
their lead thanks to a fantastic strike 
from Richarlison. 

Neymar teed up the striker who pro-
duced a brilliant curling finish from the 
edge of the area.

The double strike compounded a 
terrible start for El Salvador who were 
forced to come from behind against 
minnows Montserrat at the weekend 
in qualifying for the CONCACAF Nations 
League.

Neymar was involved in everything 
and Coutinho almost made it three 
thanks to more inventiveness from the 
PSG star who crashed an effort against 
the bar on 22 minutes as Brazil threat-
ened to run riot.

El Salvador were totally outclassed 
and 15 minutes before the interval 
Coutinho made it three, expertly firing 
home from 18 yards leaving goalkeeper 
Henry Hernandez totally flat footed.

Neymar was denied on 38 min-
utes by some last ditch defending 
following brilliant play from Cos-
ta before he the Brazil captain was 
booked for diving just before the  
interval.

TV replays suggested it was a foul but 
it was a brave call from the referee who 
was clearly taking past indiscretions 
into account.

Neymar was all smiles soon after-
wards though when Richarlison scored 
his second, another clinical finish from 
Coutinho’s set-up coming just five min-
utes after the interval.

Marquinhos made it five in the 90th 
minute, heading in a corner from a 
Neymar corner.
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I think we did what we 
set out to do. These lads 
now know what it is like 

to wear the Argentina 
shirt. Today several of 
them showed they will 
be giving us something 
to shout about (in the 

future)
LIONEL SCALONI

Richarlison scores twice on Brazil debut as Neymar stars once again

Brazil forward Neymar, left, celebrates with teammate Richarlison

Colombia goalkeeper David Ospina (1) defends against Argentina defender Marcos Rojo (16) during second half of an international friendly soccer 
match at MetLife Stadium

Colombia goalkeeper David Ospina (1) defends against Argentina defender Marcos Rojo (16) during 
second half of an international friendly soccer match at MetLife Stadium

I am delighted to get 
two goals and for the 

chance that coach 
Tite gave me. Now, we 
celebrate and then get 

back to my club and 
keep working hard

 RICHARLISON


